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Phonecia

Names and Location
Phoenike Greek

Phonaecia Greek

Phenice Greek

Phenicia Greek

Sido-Phonecia Roman

Es-sachel “The coast” Arabic

Bneanak Sons of Anak (2)

Land of the Sidonians Hebrew

Land of the Canaanite Hebrew

(Sea) Coasts of Tyre and Sidon Greek

Etymology
Phoenike 
Greek, land of palm trees (1)

Syro-Phonecia
(Strongs 4949 surofoinissa) [Change to greek] from a 
compund of (Strongs 4948 surov 1x Luke 4:27 and suggested to 
be similar to Hebrew 06865 ru=Tzor, from which Tyre comes) and 
(Strongs 5403 foinike) meaning exalted palm

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
Jezebel
Xxx

Widow of Zaraphath
Xxx

Syrophonecian woman
Luke 7:25f: Matt 15:21f

Archeology �ndings
sdsd
xx

Biblical references
Syrophonecian
Mark 7:26

Phenice
Acts 11:19; 15:3

Phenicia
Acts 21:2

Coasts of Tyre and Sidon 
Matt 15:21; Mark 7:31

Sea coast of Tyre and Sidon 
Luke 6:17

Borders of Tyre and Sidon 
Mark 7:24

those about Tyre and Sidon 
Mark 3:8

what belongs to the Canaanites
Obad 20

Other reference
(1) Burchardt Travels vol1. pg 314
(2) Bochart Sacred geogrpahy II.5

The land of the palm tree
The description of the land from the perspective of arriving sea-passage (1).

Origins
The origins of Phonecia were in the sons of Canaan: Sidon, Arvad and Arki Gen 10:15-18

Territory
The land of Phonecia extended from the river Elentheros, or modern wadi Khabir (3,4) and 
extended to the Nile (3) or Dora, near Carmel (5,6,9) The southern limit of the land of the 
Phonecians is considered in various locations by various authors. Common consencus is either 
at Tyre, or mor liklely at Achzib or Ecdippa two other promentaries above Acco and the Carmel 
prominentry.

In biblical terms the plain was separated into three: The plain of Philistia, Sharon and Phonecia, 
the latter separated by the promentary of Carmel.

Trade
Trade with the land of Phonecia is noted well before 1500BC according to the records of 
Diodorus Siculus and Ezekiel 27.

The trade was in goods of Egypt and Syria, and return trade from the furtherest reaches of the 
Medeteranean. Young men and women either bought or stolen were sold for high prices in 
Greece and Spain or returned for signi�cant ransoms. 
Other items included: amber as a raw product or as cleverly crafted artforms, Tyrian linen.

The Sphere of trade was considerable:
1) To the west as far as the western end of the Medeteranean, to Tarshish or Tortessus on 
Guadalquivir, Spain and evidence of Phonecian goods have been found in southern UK
 The proudest cities along the shores  of the Mediterranean wereconsidered “her daughters” 
and inlcuded Carthage, Syracuse,  Cadiz, Marseilles, Sardinia and many others.
2) To the east from vessels based at Eilat (7) brought back goods from Ophir and Havilah, 
considered areas of the horn of Africa and India.

Language
The language of the Phonecians di�erred so little from ancient Hebrew is was scarcely 
considered a diferent dialect. Words have been found on coins, ancient writings and inscrip-
tions both within Lebanon and ancient Phonecian colonies that resemble Hebrew (8) 

Considered to be one of the earliest forms of writing alongside early Siniatic and Ugarit scripts, 
and thought to be the genesis of the greek alphabet (8)

(3) Strabo SVI.2.1
(4) Pliny Hist Nat. L.V.cap 12
(5) Ptolemy lib. V cap 15
(6) Joesphus Apion 11.9
(7) 1Kings 9:27; 10:22
(8) Rosenmuller, Biblical geographaphy of Asia Minor pg 119
(9) Strongs exhaustive concordance (5403) 
(10) Wilson Smith Dictionary of the Bible vol 1 pg 613



Names and Location
Phoenike Greek

Phonaecia Greek

Phenice Greek

Phenicia Greek

Sido-Phonecia Roman

Es-sachel “The coast” Arabic

Bneanak Sons of Anak (2)

Land of the Sidonians Hebrew

Land of the Canaanite Hebrew

(Sea) Coasts of Tyre and Sidon Greek

Etymology
Phoenike 
Greek, land of palm trees (1)

Syro-Phonecia
(Strongs 4949 surofoinissa) [Change to greek] from a 
compund of (Strongs 4948 surov 1x Luke 4:27 and suggested to 
be similar to Hebrew 06865 ru=Tzor, from which Tyre comes) and 
(Strongs 5403 foinike) meaning exalted palm

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
Jezebel
Xxx

Widow of Zaraphath
Xxx

Syrophonecian woman
Luke 7:25f: Matt 15:21f

Archeology �ndings
sdsd
xx

Biblical references
Syrophonecian
Mark 7:26

Phenice
Acts 11:19; 15:3

Phenicia
Acts 21:2

Coasts of Tyre and Sidon 
Matt 15:21; Mark 7:31

Sea coast of Tyre and Sidon 
Luke 6:17

Borders of Tyre and Sidon 
Mark 7:24

those about Tyre and Sidon 
Mark 3:8

what belongs to the Canaanites
Obad 20

Other reference
(1) Burchardt Travels vol1. pg 314
(2) Bochart Sacred geogrpahy II.5

(3) Strabo SVI.2.1
(4) Pliny Hist Nat. L.V.cap 12
(5) Ptolemy lib. V cap 15
(6) Joesphus Apion 11.9
(7) 1Kings 9:27; 10:22
(8) Rosenmuller, Biblical geographaphy of Asia Minor pg 119
(9) Strongs exhaustive concordance (5403) 
(10) Wilson Smith Dictionary of the Bible vol 1 pg 613

The Canaanites and Lebanon
xx

Mint
Drachma were used widely in greek circles, and became recognised throughout the world 
through trade with the Phonecians. The dracma then became currency in Egypt, Sidon, Tyre, 
Beryitus, Arvad and Attic as wiell as trade with Persia (10)



Major cities of 
Phonecia
Names and Location
Carthage ss

Etymology
Carthage
XXX

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
Hannibal
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
sdsd
xx

Biblical references
XX
XX

Other reference
(1)Tourism@Lebanon, Nabatieh

Historical cities of Phonecia
Arnoun (Modern) The location of Beaufort Castle (also Arabic Qasr al-Bofort) or arabic Qala’at 
ash-Shqif Arnoun (Castle of the high hill of the high country) 
Tebine or Toron was originally a Phonecian state and controlled the road between Tyre and 
Damascus. A spectacular castle now exists on the site built by the crusaders on a pre-existing 
forti�cation. = Tinin or Tebmine (Modern Arabic) 



Phonecia 
and the Canaanites
Names and Location
Carthage ss

Etymology
Carthage
XXX

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
Hannibal
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
sdsd
xx

Biblical references
XX
XX

Other reference
(1)xx

The Canaanites and Lebanon
There are numerous connections within scripture between the land of the Phonecians, biblical 
Lebanon and the Canaanites. The land is introduced with the birth of the �rstborn of Canaan 
whose name was Sidon.

The name Cana of Galilee, although not the same root word, has a similar intent to the 



Phonecia 
and Carthage
Names and Location
Carthage ss

Etymology
Carthage
XXX

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
Hannibal
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
sdsd
xx

Biblical references
XX
XX

Other reference
(1)xx

The origins of Carthage
xx

The hidious religious customs of Carthage
xx



Lebanon and 
the crusades
Names and Location
Carthage ss

Etymology
Carthage
XXX

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
Hannibal
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
sdsd
xx

Biblical references
XX
XX

Other reference
(1)xx

Major crusade positions within Lebanon
Castle de Toran at Tibuin or french :”little hill” is equivelant to the Arabic Tel and thought to 
have been built on an pre-existing forti�cation.

Beaufort castle
Arounon







Beirut

Names and Location
Beirut xx

Berytus Name given by Augustus

Colonia Felix Junia Name given by Augustus, after his 
daughter

Beeorth? Heb

Berothai? Heb 2Sam 8:8; Ezek 47:16

Berotha? Heb

Etymology
XX
(Strongs 4949 surofoinissa) [Change to greek] from a 
compund of (Strongs 4948 surov 1x Luke 4:27 and suggested to 
be similar to Hebrew 06865 ru=Tzor, from which Tyre comes) and 
(Strongs 5403 foinike) meaning exalted palm

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
XX
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
XX
Xxx

Other reference
(1) Augustin Calmet, Calmet’s ductionary of the Bible pg 164

Location
Beirut is located on the coast, centrally within the country of Lebanon.

Beruit may have some connection with the idea of Baal-Berith Judeges 8:33 being a form of the 
prominent worship of Baal by the Phonecians, and Beerith being a name of Beruit, the 
phonecian form meaning wells (7) Berith or Barates is the names used of an ancient city located 
between below Biblos and 400 furlongs north of Sidon. (1)

The symbol of the cxity was taken and became a symbol of the venetians, being a dolphin 
entwined on an anchor.

Things to visit
Beirut hosts two major archeological museums: The museum of the American University of 
Beirut and the National Museum of Beirut, containing the principal collection of aorund 1,300 
articles of Lebanon and surrounding countries. Both have remarkable displays of both 
Phonecian, Grecian, Hittite, Roman and Egyptian in�uence in the land of Lebanon.

Of particular interest are the following exhibits:
1) Examples of the Murex shells used to create the purple of Sidon
2) Spectacular glass items from Tyre and Sidon
3) Religious thrones from Assyrian and corresponding Phonecian, and example still seen in-situ 
at the temple of Eshmoun (Sidon)
4) Hittite and Egyptian in�uences in sarcophagi 
5) Numerous Teraphim
6) Idols of Aphrodite
7) Numerous phonecian inscriptions on sarcophagi that resemble similar ancient hebrew 
scripts
8) Capitals from the temple of Eshmoun (Sidon) that had the imagery of Bullls, with a startling 
resemblance to the capitals found at Persopolis
9) A �ne collection of sculptured infants from the same temple of Eshmoun (Sidon) indicating 
the preserved honour historically attributed to the opportunity to pass through the �re for 
nobility.



Sarepta

Names and Location
Zarephath Heb

Zarephat YLit

Sarafand Arabic, modern

Sarepta Greek, Roman name for the port 1km south, 1cAD

Atsareb Crusade

A city of Sidon Luke 4:26

Etymology
Zarephath
(Strongs 06886 tpru) meaning re�nery.  from a root (Strongs 06884 
Pru) translated re�ned Isa 48:10; founder Jer 10:4 etc. It became an 
eponym for smelter, forge or metal-workshop. 

Sarepta
(Strongs 4558 sarepta ) [Change to greek] smelting.

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
Widow (unammed)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
Tanit/Astart cult shrine
Excavated by James B Pritchard, 1969-1974. 
Unusual excavation as most other Phonecian sites are under current 
areas of urban development.
Potteries, workshops and kilns. 
The site was identi�ed as the worship of Tannit / Astart as inscribed in 
a votive ivory plaque within the cult shrine.  This is the �rst time 
Astart was identi�ed within the land of Phonecia. Figurines, carved 
ivories, amulets and a cult mask were also found.
Of particular interest is the presence of pillar worship here (3,10)

Biblical references
Zarephath 1Kings 17:9,10; Obadiah 20

Sarepta Luke 4:26

Other reference
(1)Maudret In Paulas I pg 62
(2) Otto von Richler Loc.city pg 72
(3) Recovering Sarepta, an ancient Phonecian city (Princeton 
University Press) 1978 ISBN 069`093784 and �ndings earliear 
published in “Understanding the sacred text” 1972
(4) Voyage d’un Egyptien, 1866 pg 20,161,163
(5) Josephus Antiq. vii, 13.2
(6) Pliny Natural History, v.17
(7) Iternerarium Burdigalense
(8) Eusebius, Onomasticon
(9) Burchard, Descriptio terrae sanctae. ii.9

Location
Located between the cities of Sidon and Tyre, but closer to Sidon . Noted for it’s esteemed wine 
production.  The ruins are found along over 1km of the sea shore and extend between the hill 
and the sea (1,2) bordering modern Sarafand, 12 km south of Sidon. What appears to be the 
port of the city is suggested at a headland to the west of a fountain called ‘ain el-Kantara not far 
from the shore. Modern small vessels are still moored here. Another group of ruins are noted to 
the south and contain columns, sarcophagi and numerous marble slabs. 

The modern city of Sarafand was built ca12cAD, as during the crusade period, the town was 
still on the shoreline.  

Remarkable call to jealousy
Although the city was described as “Belonging to Sidon” 1Kings 17:9, the city was passed to 
Tyrian control after the invasion of Shalmaneser IV, 722BC.

Sarepta was noted during the excavations of Pritchard for it’s Pillar woship. This worship was 
seen in the temple of Solomon during the reign of Manasseh 2Kings 21:7, and although 
described as “the idol” and removed after his repentance 2Chron 33:15 it’s removal was later 
described as in the AV as grove, or as Rotherham as  “the sacred stem” by Josiah 2Kings 23:6 
suggesting that the legacy of Manasseh was passed onto Amon, who trespassed “more and 
more” than his father 2Chron 33:23 This in�uence was introduced into the land during the time 
of Ahab through his marriage to Jezebel who came from this area. 

Elijah
It was to this city that Elijah was sent by deity to a widow outside of the land of Israel Luke 4:26 
and placed alongside the unique call of Namaan the Syrian by his successor Elisha. This call to 
jealousy is the subject of the prophecy of Deut 32 and places this town as an example of the 
manner of response of the gentile to the calling of faith.

It may be possible that the woman to which Christ engaged also came from this town, with a 
similar lesson being taught within the dialogue of Matt 15. The chapter contains three 
episodes of eating:  1) the Pharisees condemn Christ in his failing to wash hands before eating, 
after which Christ questions the origin of cleaness. 2) The syrophonecian woman accepts the 
crumbs from the table, being told the truth was for Israel, and after being called a (dirty) dog 
was commended for her great faith, not found even in Israel 3)The feeding of the 4000 (the full 
extremities of the thousands of Israel) by seven loaves (covenant association) and a few �shes 
(the small gentile response)

Early history
The city was �rst mentioned as a port visited by the Egyptians ca14cBC (4)

Assyrian
The city was taken �rst by Shalamaneser 722BC, and then by Sennacherib 701BC

Roman
Mentioned by Josephus, Sarepta was the term used for the port 1km to the south. (5) It seems 
the town became a smaller area of dwelling until known as a christian city ca6cAD (6,7,8)

Crusade
One of the strongest castles of Rodvan prince of Aleppo.
1111AD  Taken by Tancred after 3 month seige
Around 1185 the city was describes as containg 7 or 8 houses (9)



Cana

Names and Location
Cana Heb

Qana Arabic

Kana Phonecian

Kano Egyptian

Kfar Kana? Heb, modern

Etymology
Cana
(Strongs 2580 <gk>kana) place of reeds from a hebrew word 
(Strongs 07071 hnq) A feminine proper noun of Qanah; the 
masculine word (Strongs 07070 hnq) used of stalk and various 
derived meanings such as measuring rod, stem of lampstand, beam, 
shoulder joint. (Strongs 07070 hnq) from a root (Strongs 07069 hnq) 
meaning to aquire, possess, create, buy. (Presumably from the idea of 
reaching out hand to aquire or make) 

Giblites
(Strongs 01382 ylbg) a boundary from (Strongs 01380 llbg)

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
Records of Thutmoses III
Mentions “Kano” no 26.

Biblical references
Cana of Galilee
John 2:1,11; 4:46; 21:2

Kanah
Josh 19:28

Other reference
(1) Book of Joshua, Revised version, with introduction and notes 
George Albert Cooke pg 180,181

Location
Two main locations have been suggested for the location of “Cana of Galilee”: 
1) Kfar Cana??, 8km northwest of Nazareth. The mentioning of Jesus’ mother being involved 
with the proceedings could indicate some familiarity with a village in the vicinty of Nazareth, 
particularly if Jesus was involved with construction at Sepharis to the north of Nazareth
2) Qana in southern Lebanon, 7km SE of Tyre. The mentioning of Kanah next to Zidon in Josh 
19:28 seems to support this idea.

Tomb of Hiram?
Just to the northwest of Qana is a small town called Haunaouriye (Hanawai), which has an 
elaborate stone fashioned tomb, claimed by some to be the tomb of King Hiram (Qabr Hiram), 
but more likely to date from Persian times. Nonetheless, the tomb is a �ne example of earlier 
Phonecian stone-craftmanship, known as the work of the Giblites (1Kings 5:18)



Aphek

Names and Location
Aphek Heb

Afqa Arabic, Modern

Afka Arabic

Apheca Greek

Etymology
Aphek
(Strongs 0663 qpa) enclosure from a root containing the idea of 
strength (Strongs 0662 qpa) meaning to restrain or hold-back. The 
word is translated refrained Gen 43:31; 45:1; Esther 5:10; Isa 42:14; 
64:12; restrained Isa 63:15 forced 1Sam 13:12

Afka 
Arabic meaning “source”

Tammuz
(Strongs 08542 zwmt) sprout of life

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
Widow (unammed)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Aphek 
Josh 13:4; ?19:30

Other reference
(1) Bromley, ISBE pg 294
(2) Socrates of Constantinople Eccles Historia i.18
(3) Eusebius, Vita Constantina iii.55
(4) Edward Robinson adn Eli Smith: Outlines of a Journey in Palestine 
in 1852, journal of the Royal  geographical society of London 
1854:1-35 p 35
(5) De dea Syria; www.sacred-texts.com
(6) Robinson iii.605
(7) Porter ii.295,296
(8) Gesenius Thess.140

Location
Understood as the extreme north of Asher Josh 13:4 on broder of the Amorites. Known as 
ancient Apheca and also by the name Afka. (6,7) Located at the source of Nahr Ibrahim, 6km 
inland from Gebal /Jbail (1) A spectacular waterfall marks the grand natural ampitheatre around 
600 feet in height.  The river emerges underneath after the water �lters through the limestone 
walls of the cli�.

The legend of Adonis
The legend of Adonis is centered around the Nahr Ibrahim. Greek mythology had the son of 
Cinyras the King of Cyprus seduce his daughter Myrhha, who gave birth to a tree (Myrrh tree) 
which after some months split open to give birth to Adonis. He was raised by Aphrodite, 
(whose origins were from a site and whose temple is found at Paelopahos in Cyprus) causing 
the frustration of her lover Ares to become avid jealousy. Adonis was gored by a boar in his 
groin that was sent by Ares, and died near the source of the river. Each year Adonis is allowed a 
time of resurrection from Hades by Aphrodite which is demonstrated in a show of red poppies 
(scarlet anemones, known as Adonis �owers) and the changing of the colour of the water of 
the river to red by the mineral deposits discharged. 

Lucian indicates this myth may have had Egyptian origins centered on Osiris (5) and all the 
entrapments of Egyptian mourning were seen on the occasion with perfumes, wailing and 
beating of the breasts. The �nal act after the secret rituals was a sacri�ce to Adonis as to one in 
the after-life.

The particular Aphrodite located at this site is Aphakitis, and the temple at Apheca was 
considered older than greek times, and the worship of Astarte and Ishtar(Ashtaroth) was 
conducted at this site. 

Worship of this myth with it’s associated prostitution continued here until the time of 
Constantine (2) who demolished it (3) and �nally abandoned in the time of Theodosius I (4)  
Remnants of the former temple can be seen in a red granite column and a roman aqueduct 
that delivered water to Gebal.

Tammuz
The legend of Adonis is mentioned in the bible under the name Tammuz. Ezek 8:14



Tyre

Names and Location
Tyre Aramaic

Saura Latin (3)

Sour Arabic

Fortress of Tyre The island of Tyre 

Paeletyrus Greek

Hoash Heb

Usu Egyptian

Ushu “on the sea shore” Assyrian

The spring of the fortress of Tyre The watersource

Ras el-Ain Arabic

Etymology
Tyre 
(Strongs 0663 qpa) enclosure from a root containing the idea of 
strength (Strongs 0662 qpa) meaning to restrain or hold-back. The 
word is translated refrained Gen 43:31; 45:1; Esther 5:10; Isa 42:14; 
64:12; restrained Isa 63:15 forced 1Sam 13:12
The arabic word for Tyre is Sour which �nds it’s origins in the 
Hebrew/Phonecian Tzur meaning rock. This word in turn is the origin 
of the word Syrian (Tzurian) indicating the level of in�uence of this 
city on the region, and it’s “Tyrian” trade

Ras el-Ain Arabic: Head of the fountain

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Tyre
xx

Other references
(1) O’Connor, Colin (1993) Roman bridges, Cambridge University 
press, pp 131,171  ISBN 0-521-393264
(2) Asshurbanipal KB ii pg 229
(3) Virgilis Georgies ii pg 596
(4) Herodotus geog. ii cap 44
(5) Josephus antiq ix.14.2
(6) Josephhus apoin 1.21 
(7) Volney loc.cit. pg146
(8) Justin Alexander. 10
(9) Diodurs Siculus xvii.40
(10) Arrians expeditions of Alexander ii.16
(11) Quitins Curtiud iv.2

Fortress of Tyre
The island of Tyre was considered in antiquity as a separate city. Easily defended because of the 
expanses of water surrounding the walls and other structures of the city. Tyre is the aramaic 
pronunciation of the hebrew Tzur meaning rock. (3) Known in acient times as a “strong city”  or 
fenced city with established defences or fortress. Josh 19:29 or the “strong hold” of Tyre 2Sam 
24:7

Paeletyrus 
The city constructed along the shoreline was referred to separately within the bible, and the 
conquests of Nebuchadnezzar later de�ned diferent fates for the two segments of the city. 
Distinguished within Josh 19:28 as a separate location,  it was known as Hoash and later by the 
Assyrians as Ushu with the description “on the seashore” (2) This was the oldest segment of the 
city, and was established closer to the origins of the water, 30 stadia (5km) to the south 
acording to Strabo. The city was built surrounding a temple of Melorth (Symbol of the sun) 
later known as the Tyrian Hercules and considered to be built 2300 years before Herodotus! (4) 
There may be some truth in this as “Tyre’s begining was from ancient days” Isa 23:7

The spring of the fortress of Tyre
The water for the city of Tyre came a primary well located at Ras el-Ain, 3km to the south of the 
town. This well in turn over�owed into two others, and then an aqueduct ran the water to the 
city, at least during roman times. The wells were signi�cant size, some 50 feet in diameter and 
35 feet deep. Following the campaign of Shalmanesser at Tyre, a segment of the army was left 
to guard the wells that fed the water to the city prior to returning to Nineveh (5)

The southern border of the city is refererd to Josh 19:28 where the LXX has “the spring of the 
fortress of Tyre”
 

Assyrian
Shalmansesser extended conquests into western Asia, around 724BC and the in�uence 
extended from Tyre was so great that several colonies had Tyrian rulership. “The crown 
dispenser, whose merchants were kings” Isa 33:8  was ful�lled at this time. However 33:9 
indicates that this would change, with severe restriction of trade by the Assyrians. Cyprus 
revolted and ceded to Tyre and joined to break the imposed seige of the island fortress of Tyre 
(by Assyrian directed Arvad, Sidon, and some from Paelotyrus) by supplying ships. This led to a 
period of 5 years of Assyrian blockade. With such little land at it’s disposal, it is apparent then 
from this long blockade that the power of Tyre lay within trade with the colonies.

Babylonian
Nebuchadnezzar’s seige comenced in the third year of his reign 584BC and lasted for 13 years. 
The downfall was predicted in Ezek 26-28 The fall is not documented, but the island is noted in 
records as being administered by Merbal from Babylon,(6) a family moved from Syria. (7) 

Gesenius indicates it ended in alliance.

Persian
Xerxes were supplied with naval commanders from Tyre, one in particular was known by name; 
“Mapea.”  Tyrian permission was given by Cyrus to cut cedars for the temple in Jerusalem. Ezra 
3:7

Greeek

The city refused to submit to Alexander 330BC and the initial attempts to take the island city 
were frustrated by the gusts and swells coming from the northwest. After a period of 7 months 
a general attack was undertaken from the two harbours against the island, and  after 
dislodging tons of debris from Paelotyrus to form an arti�cal isthmus to the island. Several 
thousand died in the attack, another 30,000 were either cruci�ed or sent into slavery. (8,9,10) 

Selucid
Another seige was underaken under Antigonus (11) but Tyre found itself fading because of 
increased in�uence of the new port at Alexandria. The city continued however to be granted 
special status under both greek and roman rule, and was considered “the �nest city in 
Phonecia” by Jerome.

Roman bridge
The only major Roman bridge of Lebanon known as Leontes bridge crosses the Litani river 
(ancient Leontes, meaning lion) near Nahr Abou Assouad around 10 km to the north of Tyre. 
The bridge is dated 3,4cAD, but is likely to have been built on a previous fording or crossing 
structure. (1)

Paul’s visit
Acts 21:3

Crusade
June 1124 a crusade seige lasting 4 months during which the venetians were particularly 
active in supporting Tyre. 

1187 Tyre was seiged by Saladin, sultan of Egypt, but failed

1291 fell to Sultan Khalil, (Bahirite Mamelouks) and the fortress was razed
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conquests of Nebuchadnezzar later de�ned diferent fates for the two segments of the city. 
Distinguished within Josh 19:28 as a separate location,  it was known as Hoash and later by the 
Assyrians as Ushu with the description “on the seashore” (2) This was the oldest segment of the 
city, and was established closer to the origins of the water, 30 stadia (5km) to the south 
acording to Strabo. The city was built surrounding a temple of Melorth (Symbol of the sun) 
later known as the Tyrian Hercules and considered to be built 2300 years before Herodotus! (4) 
There may be some truth in this as “Tyre’s begining was from ancient days” Isa 23:7

The spring of the fortress of Tyre
The water for the city of Tyre came a primary well located at Ras el-Ain, 3km to the south of the 
town. This well in turn over�owed into two others, and then an aqueduct ran the water to the 
city, at least during roman times. The wells were signi�cant size, some 50 feet in diameter and 
35 feet deep. Following the campaign of Shalmanesser at Tyre, a segment of the army was left 
to guard the wells that fed the water to the city prior to returning to Nineveh (5)

The southern border of the city is refererd to Josh 19:28 where the LXX has “the spring of the 
fortress of Tyre”
 

Assyrian
Shalmansesser extended conquests into western Asia, around 724BC and the in�uence 
extended from Tyre was so great that several colonies had Tyrian rulership. “The crown 
dispenser, whose merchants were kings” Isa 33:8  was ful�lled at this time. However 33:9 
indicates that this would change, with severe restriction of trade by the Assyrians. Cyprus 
revolted and ceded to Tyre and joined to break the imposed seige of the island fortress of Tyre 
(by Assyrian directed Arvad, Sidon, and some from Paelotyrus) by supplying ships. This led to a 
period of 5 years of Assyrian blockade. With such little land at it’s disposal, it is apparent then 
from this long blockade that the power of Tyre lay within trade with the colonies.

Babylonian
Nebuchadnezzar’s seige comenced in the third year of his reign 584BC and lasted for 13 years. 
The downfall was predicted in Ezek 26-28 The fall is not documented, but the island is noted in 
records as being administered by Merbal from Babylon,(6) a family moved from Syria. (7) 

Gesenius indicates it ended in alliance.

Persian
Xerxes were supplied with naval commanders from Tyre, one in particular was known by name; 
“Mapea.”  Tyrian permission was given by Cyrus to cut cedars for the temple in Jerusalem. Ezra 
3:7

Greeek

The city refused to submit to Alexander 330BC and the initial attempts to take the island city 
were frustrated by the gusts and swells coming from the northwest. After a period of 7 months 
a general attack was undertaken from the two harbours against the island, and  after 
dislodging tons of debris from Paelotyrus to form an arti�cal isthmus to the island. Several 
thousand died in the attack, another 30,000 were either cruci�ed or sent into slavery. (8,9,10) 

Selucid
Another seige was underaken under Antigonus (11) but Tyre found itself fading because of 
increased in�uence of the new port at Alexandria. The city continued however to be granted 
special status under both greek and roman rule, and was considered “the �nest city in 
Phonecia” by Jerome.

Roman bridge
The only major Roman bridge of Lebanon known as Leontes bridge crosses the Litani river 
(ancient Leontes, meaning lion) near Nahr Abou Assouad around 10 km to the north of Tyre. 
The bridge is dated 3,4cAD, but is likely to have been built on a previous fording or crossing 
structure. (1)

Paul’s visit
Acts 21:3

Crusade
June 1124 a crusade seige lasting 4 months during which the venetians were particularly 
active in supporting Tyre. 

1187 Tyre was seiged by Saladin, sultan of Egypt, but failed

1291 fell to Sultan Khalil, (Bahirite Mamelouks) and the fortress was razed



Betah

Names and Location
Betah Heb

Tibhath, Tibchath Heb

Tabibeh Syria (1)

Etymology
Betah 
(Strongs 0984 xjb) security from (Strongs 0983 xjb) meaning 
safety [eg 1Kings 4:25 dwelt safely under vine and �g] in turn from a 
root (Strongs 0982 xjb) meaning to trust

Tibhath
(Strongs 02880 txbj) extension  from (Strongs 02878 hxbj) 
meaning to slaughter meat, [3x 1Sam 25:11; Ps 44:22; Jer 12:3] in turn 
from (Strongs 02874 xbj) meaning to slaughter or slay [eg Ezek 
21:23] from a root (Strongs 02873 xbj) meaning to kill or slaughter 
[11x eg Gen 43:16;1Sam 25:11; Ps 37:4 Prov 9:2 and used in a national 
sense of slaughter of the nation of Israel Ex 22:1; Deut 28:31; Ezek 
21:10]

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Betah
2Sam 8:8

Tibhath 
1Chron 18:8

Other references
(1) William Smith;  Bible cyclopaedia, Betah
(2) Travels of Ramases II, Chabus pg 313

Location
Numerous interpretations are given to the location, the following are some suggestions:
 

Betah or Tibhath?
As previously discussed the names used within the book of Chronicles were probably the 
names given from the time of Sargon and represented the Assyrian in�uence from their 
invasions, subsequently re�ected in the later writing, and more recognised by the readers in 
the exile.

Change of place names occour in scripture as a result of signi�cant events cf Gen 28:19 cf 50:11 
also as a result of altered politcal control Num 32:42; Deut 3:14 and as the result of liguistic 
changes Gen 31:47; Deut 3:9 (also used of changed names of people Deut 2:11) 



Berothai

Names and Location
Berothai Heb

Tubakhi, Tabukhai Egyptian (1)

Aziru Egyptian (3)

Tebach Syrian MS

Barathena Greek (5)

Kon, Comma of Antione
Bereitan, Biral (7)

Etymology
BBBB
(Strongs 0984 xjb) security from (Strongs 0983 xjb) meaning 
safety [eg 1Kings 4:25 dwelt safely under vine and �g] in turn from a 
root (Strongs 0982 xjb) meaning to trust

Tibhath
(Strongs 02880 txbj) extension  from (Strongs 02878 hxbj) 
meaning to slaughter meat, [3x 1Sam 25:11; Ps 44:22; Jer 12:3] in turn 
from (Strongs 02874 xbj) meaning to slaughter or slay [eg Ezek 
21:23] from a root (Strongs 02873 xbj) meaning to kill or slaughter 
[11x eg Gen 43:16;1Sam 25:11; Ps 37:4 Prov 9:2 and used in a national 
sense of slaughter of the nation of Israel Ex 22:1; Deut 28:31; Ezek 
21:10]

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Betah
2Sam 8:8

Tibhath 
1Chron 18:8

Other references
(1) Travels of Ramases II, Chabus pg 313
(2) Tell Amana tablets, CR Condor pg 7
(3) Early history of the hebrews AH Sayer pg 423
(4) Delitzsch Biblical commentary on the books of Samuel pg 361
(5) Ptolemy, Hist. geog. v.19
(6) Thompson, Land and the Book, vol3 pg 442
(7) ISBE pg 462
(8) Augustin Calmet, Calmet’s ductionary of the Bible pg 164
(9) Encycolpaedia Biblical pg 809

Location
Numerous interpretations are given to the location, the following are some suggestions:
1) Kefr Dubbeh, west of Baalbek, and south of Kadesh
2) Britten, 3km south of Baalbek
3) Suggested to be the area of Aziru, the territory in league with the Hittites at the time of the 
invasion of Ramases II (2)

4) Tayibeh, north of Damascus (4)

(5) Ptolemy has Barathena in the neighbourhood of Saba (Zobah?) (5)

(6) In the high waters of the Orontes, NW of Damascus
(7) Below the northern boundary of Zedad and Sibraim (Sepharvarim) - the southern border of 
Hamath lies Bereitan (Biral) 13 km south of Baalbek, within the western hills of the antilebanon
(8) Beruit. The suggestion is based on the idea of Baal-Berith Judeges 8:33 being a form of the 
prominent worship of Baal by the Phonecians, and Beerith being a name of Beruit, the 
phonecian form meaning wells (7) Berith or Barates is the names used of an ancient city located 
between below Biblos and 400 furlongs north of Sidon. Beerith then being considered to be a 
toponym of Berothai. This seems unlikely as a suggestion as Hiram and the Phonecians were 
allied with David and unlikely to be anatagonistic during the events of the campaign with 
Zobah (8)

(9) Chun is identi�ed by Gesenius and Bullinger as modern Kund, or Roman Kunni bewteen 
Laodecia and Hierapolis (9) 

Of these suggestsions, the geographical location and strategic positioning of Britten was found 
during a visit in 2011 to be the most dominating of the Beqa in the following regards: It was a 
site that could be easily forti�ed and so dominate both the north-south and the west-east 
main roads that pass within 5 km of it’s location. This location could easily control movement to 
Kadesh/Riblah in the north, and the access towards Damascus to the east.

Legend
Ancient legend has Beruth wife of Elion who dwelt at Byblos (Jebal) in the chronicle of 
Sannchoniatha. (6) 



Beth-eden

Names and Location
Beth-eden Heb

Edhen Arabic, modern

Beit el-Duschanne Burchadt

Etymology
Beth-eden
House of pleasure (Strongs 05731 Nde) from (Strongs 05730 Nde, 
hnde) meaning pleasure or delights [Gen 18:12; 2Sam 1:24; Ps 36:8; 
Jer 51:34] from root (Strongs 05727 Nde) meaning delight or 
luxuriate [1x Neh 9:25 indicating land of signi�cant fertility and the 
contentment associated with domicility]

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
House of Eden
Amos 1:5

Other references
(1) William Smith;  Bible cyclopaedia, Betah
(2) Travels of Ramases II, Chabus pg 313
(3) Rosenmuller Biblical Atlas vol 2 pg 291

Location
Burchardt described Betheden as Beit el-Duschanne, and Ehden the name of the modern 
village on Mount Lebanon. It was located on the eastern slopes of Libanus, near the old cedars 
of Biskarai.

Further speculation has Beth-eden with Beit Jem “house of Paradise” on eastern slope of 
Hermon not fr from the Medjiel on branch of Pharpar. (3)



Beth-Rehob

Names and Location
Beth-Rehob Heb

Hunin (1)

Banias (2)

Jonoah Arabic, modern (3) 

Etymology
Beth-Rehob
House of the street (Strongs 01050 bwxr-tyb) from (Strongs 07339 
bxr, bwxr) meaning street or ways, a broad open area or plaza 
[43x eg Neh 8:3; Dan 9:25] from root (Strongs 07337 bxr) meaning 
to grow or become large [25x translated as making “room” Gen 26:22; 
Prov 18:16; or as “enlarged” by moving coast or border Ex 34:24; Deut 
19:8]
Broad place or boulevard (1)

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Bethrehob 
Judges 18:28; 2Sam 10:6

Other references
(1)Hastings bible dictionary vol1 pg 282
(2) Thompson, Land and the book
(3) Through Samaria to Galillee and Jrodan, Scenes of early Israelite 
life JLPorter pg 19
(4) William Smith Dictionary of the Bible vol 1 pg 297
(5) Robinson: Biblical researches in Palestine and surrounding regions  
vol 3 pg 381

Location
Beth-rehob appears to be both a nomeclature of the capital Judges 18:28 and the state of 
Rehob 2Sam 10:6 The kingdom was located to the south of the kingdom of Zobah. Robinson 
has the location at Hunin which demands a wide vista of the Huelah.

The place may be the same as Zaanaim or Zaanannim which has a similar hebrew meaning of 
“removings” from a root meaning to take down. Some locate Kadesh of Naphtali with modern 
Malkiya on the Lebanese-Israel border.

The location may be within the catchment of the Hasbani region of southeastern Lebanon, 
which would mean that Rehob would control the southern entrance(s) to the Beq’a in �tting 
with the southern boundaries with Zobah.

Hurrin is suggested as place commanding this territory. (4,5)



Misrephothmaim

Names and Location
Misrephothmaim Heb

Litani 
Nahr al-Litani Arabic

Qasimiyeh Arabic for west �owing segment

Leontes Greek, meaning lions

Etymology
Misrephothmaim 
Burnings of water (Strongs 04956 Mym twprsm) from a word 
(Strongs 04955 hprsm) meaning burnings [2x Isa 33:12; Jer 34:5] 
from root (Strongs 08313 Prs) to burn, a feature of sin o�erings 
where the carcase was destroyed  by �re. [eg Lev 4:21 cf Gen 11:3]

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Misrephothmaim 
Josh 11:8; 13:6

Other references
(1)xx

The Litani
Draining from the mid Beqa’ this is the longest river in Lebanon. It �ows from it’s source west of 
Baal-bek southward throughout the length of the valley until it abruptly turns westward 
coming within 5 km of the Hasbani and 4 km north of the Lebanese-Israel border.   It 
discharges into the Mediteranean around 10 km north of Tyre. The only signi�cant roman 
bridge of Lebanon is found near it’s mouth

It’s western course is also known as Qasimiyeh, and the region is known as the Qasmeih-Ras-
el-Ain, and may be the equivalent of Misrephothmain Josh 11:8; 13:6

 



Ijon

Names and Location
Ijon Heb

Merj ‘Ayun Arabic for area (1)

Tel Dibbin Arabic location 

Dibbine modern

Marjouryen modern town adjacent

Etymology
Ijon 
A ruin (Strongs 05859 Nwye) from a word (Strongs 05856 ye) 
meaning heap [4x Ps 79:1; Jer 26:18; Micah 1:6; 3:12] from root 
(Strongs 05753 hwe) meaning iniquity from the idea to turn, bend 
twist or distort. [11x eg crooked Lam 3:9, “turned” upside down Isa 
24:1]

Merj ‘Ayun Arabic: Meadow of springs

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Ijon
1Kings 15:20; 2Kings 15:29; 2Chron 16:4

Other references
(1) Hastings bible dictionary vol 2.pg 450 (Condor)
(2) Robinson: Biblical researches in Palestine and surrounding regions  
vol 3 pg 375
(3) Porter Hanbook, Index Geurin, Galillee vol 2 pg 280
(4) Buhlinger GAP index Ijon
(5) Eastons bible dictionary pg 538
(6) Smiths bible dictionary pg 166
(7) Malcolm Wilson: publ T Nelson and Sons, Edinburough/NewYork 
1882: The giant cities of Bashan; Syria’s holy places  pg 269,299

Ijon
Suggested by Robinson that Ijon is located within Merj ‘Ayun, the fertile plateau aproximately 
3-4 km NW of Dan and located to the east of a low ridge approached from the Beaufort castle 
(Qalaat es Shqif) )along Wadi Jezzin. The most likely location within Merj ’Ayun is Tel Dibbin 
abutting the southern lip of the Litani rivine. The tel is around 100 feet high, with a �at top, and 
is surrounded by rocky debris and is located near a village called ‘Aytin (7)

The town controls the road leading from Sidon to Hasbeiya.

The location is also described as the area of Pekah, now el=Khaim, located across the valley 
towards Hermon to the southeast (5)

There is a fountain and stream arising from Ijon that forms a small source of the Jordan river (6)

Conquest by captains of Benhadad
Asa king of Judah wehn under threat from Baasha king of Israel took treasures from the temple 
to pay for allegience of Syria. Benhadad co-operated and alongside Dan and Abel-beth-
maachah (Abel Main 2Chron 16:4 = modern Abil or Abil-el-kamh east of the brook Derdarah 
and aproximately 7 km to the south, and hence it’s position in the list) Ijon was taken as the 
northern approach into the Huelah valley 1Kings 15:18-21; 2Chron 16:1-6

Conquest of Tiglath Pilliser III
Ijon was again taken by Tiglath 2Kings 15:29. He describes his actions: “"Israel (Bit Humri) . . . the 
total of inhabitants . . . I led o� to Assyria. Pekah their king they deposed and Hoshea I set (as 
king) over them. I received from them as their (tribute) 10 talents of gold and . . . talents of 
silver." This was the grevious a�iction that would happen after Isa 9:1

Naphtali bore the brunt of any northern invasion, and Ijon was on the border of this territory.  
Following the Assyrian destruction it was Josiah that visited these destroyed cities described as 
”even unto Naphtali with their mattocks round about” 2Chron 34:6 and after spiritual reform 
brought back the o�erings and remnants of these remote communities to engage in the 
reconstruction and worship in the temple.
 



Baal-Gad

Names and Location
Baal-Gad Heb

Banias
Nahr al-Litani Arabic

Qasimiyeh Arabic for west �owing segment

Leontes Greek, meaning lions

Etymology
Baal Gad
Lord of a troop (Strongs 04956 Mym twprsm) from a word (Strongs 
04955 hprsm) meaning burnings [2x Isa 33:12; Jer 34:5] from root 
(Strongs 08313 Prs) to burn, a feature of sin o�erings where the 
carcase was destroyed  by �re. [eg Lev 4:21 cf Gen 11:3]

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Baal Gad
Josh 11:17; 12:7; 13:5

Other references
(1)Malcolm Wilson: publ T Nelson and Sons, Edinburough/NewYork 
1882: The giant cities of Bashan; Syria’s holy places  pg 302

Baal Gad
Suggested to be the same as Banias, (1) 6.5km east of Dan, but described as the valley of 
Lebanon under mount Hermon Josh 11:17; 12:7 It is described further as the land of the 
Giblites (Boundary), and all  Lebanon toward the sunrising (Anti-Lebanon), from Baal-gad  
under Mount Hermon, unto the entering into Hamath; all the  inhabitants of the hill country 
from Lebanon unto Misrephoth- 
maim, and all the Sidonians Josh 13:5,6

There is a suggested equivalence of Beersheba with Mount Halak (smooth) and Dan with 
Baal-gad making a parallel between the common expression from Dan to Beersheba Judges 
20:1; 1Sam 3:20; 2Sam 3:10; 17:11; 24:2,15; 1Kings 4:25; 1Chron 21:2; 2Chron 30:5; Amos 8:14



Abel beth Maachah

Names and Location
Abel Beth Maachah Heb
Abel el Khamh
Khaim Arabic

Etymology
ss
Lord of a troop (Strongs 04956 Mym twprsm) from a word (Strongs 
04955 hprsm) meaning burnings [2x Isa 33:12; Jer 34:5] from root 
(Strongs 08313 Prs) to burn, a feature of sin o�erings where the 
carcase was destroyed  by �re. [eg Lev 4:21 cf Gen 11:3]

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
XX
XX

Other references
(1)Thompson land and the book vol 3 pg 204

Maachah
There are strong lessons to be learnt from the geography of Maachah. This was the frontier 
region of northern Israel, and like Absalom who �ed there, contained a group of people who 
refused to be compliant to mainstream ecclesial life.

The capital of Maachah appears to be at Abel Beth Maachah and suggested to be at Abel el 
Khamh, or modern Khaim (1) 



Gebal

Names and Location
Gebal Heb

Gubla Phonecian

Gibelet, Giblet Crusade

Byblos Greek 

Jubayl Arabic

Jbeil Arabic, modern

Etymology
Gebal
(Strongs 01380 llbg) mountain strength (Strongs 0662 qpa) with 
the idea of a chain of mountains from (Strongs 01379 lbg) to bound 
or make a border. [5x bounds (around Mt Sinai) Ex 19:12,23 set 
(marks of inheritance) Deut 19:14; border Josh 18:20; Zech 9:2]
Also (Strongs 01381 lbg)  a boundary, [1x Ps 83:7] same as 01380

Giblites
(Strongs 01382 ylbg) a boundary from (Strongs 01380 llbg)

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Gebal
1Kings 5:32; Ps 83:7(?) Ezek 27:9 Translated as “Border” Zech 9:2

Giblites
Josh 13:5; Translated as “stonesquarers” 1Kings 5:18

Other reference
(1) Phonecian historian Sanchuniathon who was quoted 

Location
Situated on the shores of the Mediteraenean the city of Gebal was a city steeped in antiquity, 
some thinking the city was founded ca5mBC as the �rst city of Phonecia. (1) It was an early port, 
and became famous for the Egyptian papyrus exported via here to the mediteranean for 
producing documents. (Hence word Bible). It was also noted for it’s alphabetic script of 22 
letters, the best preserved example on the tomb of Ahiram.

Religion at Byblos and the legend of Adonis
A temple to the war-god (Resheph) of Canaanites was built, and although falling into disrepear 
during Assyrian and Persian times, the temple was rebuilt in Greco-roman times, and 
ellaborated. The legend of Adonis that was centered around the Nahr Ibrahim, (Biblical Aphek) 
was transported to the harbour, and a small impressive theatre was built in the 3cBC.

Egyptian connections
The city appears from an early time to be a wealthy city, with an ally “of those on the waters” of 
Egypt. First Egyptian dynasty tombs used timbers from Byblos, and in fact the earliest reference 
to sea-going vessels in Egypt were referred to as “Byblos ships”

ca1350BC TellAmarna letters include 60 references to rulers Tib-Hadda and his sucsessor 
Ili-Rapih. Further correspondance includes requests for military assistance at a time when 
neighbouring states were under conquest by the Hapiru.

The city declined gradually in importance until under the 22-23 Egyptian dynasties there was 
more contact with Sidon and Tyre

Assyrian
Byblos continued as a vassal state under the Assyrians:
Sibittibaal of Byblos during 738BC became a tributary to Tiglath pileser III 
Urumilki was con�rmed a vasal of Sennacherib in 701BC
Milkiasaph under Esarhaddon 681-669BC
Yehawmelek under Asurbanipal 668-627BC

Persian
Byblos became a fourth state after Sidon, Tyre and Arvad to be a vassal kingdom of Persia

Greek
Alexander arrived in the area in 332BC. This visit to Byblos was predicted in Zech 9:2 where the 
term for Border, the root word for Gebal is noted in a list of sites of seiges by Alexander:  “First 
Hamath then (Gebal) nearby, Tyre and Zidon, though it be very wise”

Roman
Considerable reconstruction was carried out in the city

Crusade
Under the name Gibelet the town was used as a military base 11-12cAD and remains of the 
impressive castle remain near the port. Saladin took the town in 1187, but it was retaken by the 
crusaders only in turn to be taken by the Baibars in 1266.  Two segments of the mede

Ba’alat Gebal
Known as the lady of Byblos,  Ba’alat was the deity of the city of Gebal, and known by the 
greeks as Baaltis. The diety was associated with the pan-Semitic goddess Ashtart, and the greek 
godess Aprodite. Sanchuniathon equates the god with the greek god Dione (or Dianna of the 
Ephesians see Acts 19:24,27,28,34,35), who was the sister of Aphrodite and Rhea (Asherah). All 
these three women were married to el, who greek legend gave the city to Baaltis.  Some 
variation from the regular ‘Ashtart was the inclusion of two feathers in the headress. 

The temple is estimated to be �rst built ca27cBC, with dedications to this temple mentioned in 
Egyptian records of the 2nd and 6th dynasties, and equate Ba’al Gebal with the Egyptian 
Hathor. 

It is also understood that a meterite was erected within the temple at Byblos, and was 
understood to be a portion of divinity that had fallen from the sky

Mistress of the House
The term Baal’at is is used in the scriptures during the interaction between Elijah and the 
woman of Zarapheth. She is described as “the mistress of the house”, (Heb. Baalat) most likely a 
reference to her previous involvement within the temple of Baal. She would declare “art thou 
come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?” again possibly a reference 
to her involvement in previous times to the worship of Baal. The word is used in relation to false 
worship in 1Sam 28:7(2) and Nahum 3:4 both in relation to witchcraft and those with familiar 
spirits.



Location
Situated on the shores of the Mediteraenean the city of Gebal was a city steeped in antiquity, 
some thinking the city was founded ca5mBC as the �rst city of Phonecia. (1) It was an early port, 
and became famous for the Egyptian papyrus exported via here to the mediteranean for 
producing documents. (Hence word Bible). It was also noted for it’s alphabetic script of 22 
letters, the best preserved example on the tomb of Ahiram.

Religion at Byblos and the legend of Adonis
A temple to the war-god (Resheph) of Canaanites was built, and although falling into disrepear 
during Assyrian and Persian times, the temple was rebuilt in Greco-roman times, and 
ellaborated. The legend of Adonis that was centered around the Nahr Ibrahim, (Biblical Aphek) 
was transported to the harbour, and a small impressive theatre was built in the 3cBC.

Egyptian connections
The city appears from an early time to be a wealthy city, with an ally “of those on the waters” of 
Egypt. First Egyptian dynasty tombs used timbers from Byblos, and in fact the earliest reference 
to sea-going vessels in Egypt were referred to as “Byblos ships”

ca1350BC TellAmarna letters include 60 references to rulers Tib-Hadda and his sucsessor 
Ili-Rapih. Further correspondance includes requests for military assistance at a time when 
neighbouring states were under conquest by the Hapiru.

The city declined gradually in importance until under the 22-23 Egyptian dynasties there was 
more contact with Sidon and Tyre

Assyrian
Byblos continued as a vassal state under the Assyrians:
Sibittibaal of Byblos during 738BC became a tributary to Tiglath pileser III 
Urumilki was con�rmed a vasal of Sennacherib in 701BC
Milkiasaph under Esarhaddon 681-669BC
Yehawmelek under Asurbanipal 668-627BC

Persian
Byblos became a fourth state after Sidon, Tyre and Arvad to be a vassal kingdom of Persia

Greek
Alexander arrived in the area in 332BC. This visit to Byblos was predicted in Zech 9:2 where the 
term for Border, the root word for Gebal is noted in a list of sites of seiges by Alexander:  “First 
Hamath then (Gebal) nearby, Tyre and Zidon, though it be very wise”

Roman
Considerable reconstruction was carried out in the city

Crusade
Under the name Gibelet the town was used as a military base 11-12cAD and remains of the 
impressive castle remain near the port. Saladin took the town in 1187, but it was retaken by the 
crusaders only in turn to be taken by the Baibars in 1266.  Two segments of the mede

Names and Location
Baal’at Gebal Heb

Hathor Egyptian

Etymology
Gebal
(Strongs 01380 llbg) mountain strength (Strongs 0662 qpa) with 
the idea of a chain of mountains from (Strongs 01379 lbg) to bound 
or make a border. [5x bounds (around Mt Sinai) Ex 19:12,23 set 
(marks of inheritance) Deut 19:14; border Josh 18:20; Zech 9:2]
Also (Strongs 01381 lbg)  a boundary, [1x Ps 83:7] same as 01380

Giblites
(Strongs 01382 ylbg) a boundary from (Strongs 01380 llbg)

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Baalat
1Sam 28:7 (2x) Having (a familiar spirit)
1Kings 17:17; Mistress (of the house) Nahum 3:4 Mistress (of 
Witchcrafts)

Other reference
(1) xx

Ba’alat Gebal
Known as the lady of Byblos,  Ba’alat was the deity of the city of Gebal, and known by the 
greeks as Baaltis. The diety was associated with the pan-Semitic goddess Ashtart, and the greek 
godess Aprodite. Sanchuniathon equates the god with the greek god Dione (or Dianna of the 
Ephesians see Acts 19:24,27,28,34,35), who was the sister of Aphrodite and Rhea (Asherah). All 
these three women were married to el, who greek legend gave the city to Baaltis.  Some 
variation from the regular ‘Ashtart was the inclusion of two feathers in the headress. 

The temple is estimated to be �rst built ca27cBC, with dedications to this temple mentioned in 
Egyptian records of the 2nd and 6th dynasties, and equate Ba’al Gebal with the Egyptian 
Hathor. 

It is also understood that a meterite was erected within the temple at Byblos, and was 
understood to be a portion of divinity that had fallen from the sky

Mistress of the House
The term Baal’at is is used in the scriptures during the interaction between Elijah and the 
woman of Zarapheth. She is described as “the mistress of the house”, (Heb. Baalat) most likely a 
reference to her previous involvement within the temple of Baal. She would declare “art thou 
come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?” again possibly a reference 
to her involvement in previous times to the worship of Baal. The word is used in relation to false 
worship in 1Sam 28:7(2) and Nahum 3:4 both in relation to witchcraft and those with familiar 
spirits.



Ramah

Names and Location
Ramah Heb

Ramiyeh Arabic

Etymology
Ramah
Hill, a common adjective and proper noun

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
xx

Biblical references
Ramah
Josh 19:28

Other reference
(1) Book of Joshua, Revised version, with introduction adn notes 
George Albert Cooke pg 180

Location
It must almost be imposssible to place Ramah, as this is both a common adjective and proper 
noun. In the context of Tyre, a possible location is Ramyieh, 21km southeast of Tyre, and a 
current location just on the present border with Israel

Asher
It is listed as one of the border towns of Asher, which was not taken Judges 1:31 



Hammon

Names and Location
Hammon Heb
Umm El-Awamid  Arabic

Etymology
Hammon
(Strongs 02540 Nwmx) warm springs  from (Strongs 02552 Mmx) to 
become hot

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
xx

Biblical references
Hammon
Josh 19:28
1Chron 6:76 Another Hammon in Naphtali, known as Hammat-dor or 
Hamath

Other reference
(1) Book of Joshua, Revised version, with introduction adn notes 
George Albert Cooke pg 180

Location
On the border of Asher Josh 19:28, and mentioned alongside the territory of Naphtali 1Chron 
6:76 

Records include Umm El-Awamid as the ruins of ancient Phonecian city between Akka and 
Tyre. Further inscriptions found at Ma’sub in the neighbourhood contain reference to both 
citizens and deity of Hammon (ie Ashtart)



Ahlab and Helbah

Names and Location
Ahlab and Helbah Heb
Mahaliba Phonecian
prometorium Albium Pliny.
Ras el Abyad (Abiad) Arabic 

Etymology
Ramah
Hill, a common adjective and proper noun

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
xx

Biblical references
Hammon
Josh 19:28

Other reference
(1) Book of Joshua, Revised version, with introduction adn notes 
George Albert Cooke pg 181
(2) Sennacherib KB ii pg 91
(3) J Kitto Cyclopaedia of the Bible pg 769
(4) Roland pg 813

Location
While described as separate places in Joshua 19:28, these two places together form the name 
of the promentary south of Tyre (1), and commnce a segment of coast known as “the ladder of 
Tyre”. There was a Phonecian town called Mahaliba in the area and was mentioned by 
Sennacherib, who lists the town alongside Ushu (Paeleotyre), Achzib and Acco. (2)  The 
promentary is 13 km south of Tyre, and 8 km north of the plain of Acco (3) and is the “prometo-
rium Albium” of Pliny. [The next places mentioned in the list of Asher are Achzib is 14km further 
south at ez-Zib or modern Gesher HaZiv, south of Rosh HaNikra; and Ummah heb Emeq a 
reference to Jezreel valley)

Alternate location is Gush Halab NW of the sea of Galilee, also known as Giscala or 
Gush-Chalab. Legend has Paul’s parents came to live at Giscala  (4)

Rich land!
The coastal strip of this southern coast of Lebanon is rich land indeed, with an abundance of 
water and rich soils, there is a rich growth of trees and crops. A possible reference to this may 
be implied within the statement concerning Asher that his foot was dipped in oil Gen 49:20



Zobah

Names and Location
Zobah, Zoba Heb

Aram Zobah Heb
Soba, Suba
Subiti Assyrian name for capital of Zobah
Anjar Possible modern location for capital

Hamath-Zobah Heb, northern border of Zobah alongside 
Hamath

Etymology
Zoba, Zobah
(Strongs 06678 abwu, hbwu, hbu) station

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
Broken cunieform tablets
Assyrian records have Subiti listed as capitals alongside Damascus 
and Hamath (3)

Biblical references
Zobah
xx

Hamath-Zobah 
2Chron 8:3

Other references
(1) O’Connor, Colin (1993) Roman bridges, Cambridge University 
press, pp 131,171  ISBN 0-521-393264
(2) Delitzsch, Wo lag das Paradies? pg279f
(3) Schrader K.B. ii.121�
(4) S Ahituv, Manges press, Jerusalem 1984: Canaanite toponyms in  
ancient Egyptian documents pg 191
(5) Origins of Ancient Israelite states Volkmar Fritz, Philip Davies pg 
61,64 

Location
The capital and name of an ancient aramean governate. Located in southern Syria, it appears 
the bulk of the territory was within the Beqa’ with it’s northern boundary extending to the east 
of the anti-lebanese range and towards Tadmor. Initially the kingdom was located to the south 
of Hamath, described as a vasal of David 2Sam 8:9f  but when later rebellion was subdued by 
Solomon the combined territory is described as Hamath-Zobah with it’s capital at Hamath 
2Chron 8:3,4

The major cities of Zobah are listed as Betah and Berothai cities of Hadadezer. 2Sam 8:8 and 
later called Tibhath and Chun Chron 18:8  [e.g. in a similar fashion to the records of Bethel  
called Luz at the �rst  Gen 28:19; 35:6; Josh 16:2; 18:13; Judges 1:23] The later names were 
probably the names given from the time of Sargon and represented the Assyrian in�uence 
from their invasions, subsequently re�ected in the later writing of the book of Chronicles. 
The Assyrian name of it’s capital was Subiti, and suggested to be at ancient Chalcis, thought 
either to be at modern Qinnasrin in Syria, or some believe to be in the vicinity of Anjar (2) cc

Saul
“Kings” of Zobah were attacked by Saul 1Kings 14:47 cf 2Sam 10:19  This is particularly 
interesting as it implies a conglomeration of possible city states such as seen in Sodom and the 
cities of the plain who gathered their collective kings to engage with Chedalaomer Gen14. If 
this was to be the case it would seem reasonable to expect areas controlled from particularly 
strategic locales with associated agricultural interests spreading around the areas of the citidel.

David
The king of Zobah was engaged by David ca10cBC 2Sam 8:3 and the governate of 
Aram-Damascus came to his aid, but was defeated, probably in a similar area to the victory 
previously by Abraham in the Barada gorge. 2Sam 8:5 The king’s name was Rehob, the name 
found of an ajacent area to the south, located adjacent to territory of Maachah and Ish-tob.

A further conquest of David against  Ammon found recruits from this territory assisting their 
antagonism. 2Sam 10:6f and other governates became vassals 2Sam 10:19 

The predominant king’s name was Hadadezer (Hadad [=Baal] is help/succour) under whose 
service the other city states were subordinate. 2Sam 8:3,5,7,8,9,10,12; 1Kings 11;23 This appears 
to be the eqiuvalent to Hadarezer with the the Dalet and the Resh misligned as the Chronicles 
record uses the same title for both events see 2Sam 10:16,19 and 1Chron 18:3,5,7,8,9; 19:16,19

Hazael’s son was also known by the name Hadad-idri an equivalent to Hadadezer suggesting a 
possible family connection or a passed title. Shalmanesser lists Hazael as “son of a no-body” (5)

Solomon
The area of Zobah appears to have been a vasal state under Solomon 1Kings 11:23 A rebelious 
man Rezon son of Eliadah �ed taking a recruitment of mercenaries at the time of conquest by 
David, and having secured refuge at Damascus later revolted after David’s death to become 
the king of Syria 1Kings 11:25 and noted causing greif alongside Hadad the Edomite who also 
was creating “mischief” (Heb ra-evil) to Israel. Davids actions in subduing this area, followed by 
Solomon’s action against this rebellion appears to pave the road for the  future creation of 
trade corridors to the north and east, and the establishment store cities in Hamath and in 
Tadmor (Palmyra) in the widlerness 2Chron 8:3,4; 1Kings 9:18

Assyrian history
In the time of Sargon records describe the kingdom of Zobah including the north of the Beqa’ 
and bordering Hamath (4)  These same records list “Tebah” thought to be modern Tubihi in 
northern Beqa‘, and also “Dwlbh” listed alongside Kadeh in the time of Thutmoses III (4)

The capital of the governate is noted later in extrabiblical references by Asurbanipal at Subiti, 
who conquered it in ca7cBC (3) 

Rabbinic history
Later rabinic reference term of Aram-Zobah was used of the area surrounding Aleppo, famous 
for it’s codex.
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Rabbinic history
Later rabinic reference term of Aram-Zobah was used of the area surrounding Aleppo, famous 
for it’s codex.



The cedars of Lebanon

Names and Location
Cedar xx

Etymology
Cedar
(Strongs 01380 llbg) mountain strength (Strongs 0662 qpa) with 
the idea of a chain of mountains from (Strongs 01379 lbg) to bound 
or make a border. [5x bounds (around Mt Sinai) Ex 19:12,23 set 
(marks of inheritance) Deut 19:14; border Josh 18:20; Zech 9:2]
Also (Strongs 01381 lbg)  a boundary, [1x Ps 83:7] same as 01380

Giblites
(Strongs 01382 ylbg) a boundary from (Strongs 01380 llbg)

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Gebal
1Kings 5:32; Ps 83:7(?) Ezek 27:9 Translated as “Border” Zech 9:2

Giblites
Josh 13:5; Translated as “stonesquarers” 1Kings 5:18

Other reference
(1) xx

Cedars
xx



Maachah

Names and Location
Maachah Heb
Abel Heb
Beth Maachah Heb
Abel Mam Heb
Abel el Khamh
Khaim Arabic
Abl, Abil Arabic (2)

Mahkaa Egyptian (6)

Etymology
Maachah
Opression (Strongs 04601 hkem) from a word (Strongs 04600 Kem) 
meaning to press or squeeze. [2x ILev 22:24; 1Sam 26:7; Ezek 23:3]

Maoch
Maoch (Strongs 04582 Kwem) from 04600

Maachathite, Maachathi
Maoch (Strongs 04602 ytkem) a partial form of 04601

Abel
(Strongs 059 lba) from (Strongs 058 lba) meaning plain, from an 
unused root meaning grassy. [1x Judges 11:33] and interestingly is 
the root word from which the greek town Abilene (gk 9 abilhnh) 
�nd’s it’s origins, meaning grassy meadow. Luke 3:1 (Modern Abila, 
within Horbah, and the capital of the roman agricultural leases in 
southern Lebanon)

(Abel) Maim
(Strongs 04325 Mym) waters

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
xx)
Xxx

Archeology �ndings
XX
Xxx

Biblical references
Maachah
1Kings 2:39

Maachathite(s)
Josh 12:5; 13:11,13; 2Sam 23:34;2Kings 25:23;1Chron 4:19; Jer 40:8

Maachathi
Deut 3:14
Arammaachah, Syrian Maachah AV
1Chron 19:6
Abel (of Maachah)
2Sam 20:14,15,18

Abel Maim
2Chron 16:4

King of Maachah
1Chron 19:7

Maoch King of Gath
1Sam 27:2, the father of Achish, king of Gath

Maachah(ites), Person(s)

Maachah
There are strong lessons to be learnt from the geography of Maachah. This was the frontier 
region of northern Israel, and like Absalom who �ed there, contained a group of people who 
refused to be compliant to mainstream ecclesial life

Where the geography surrounding Maachah presents a valley enclosed with mountains and 
indicated within it’s name; “to be pressed in together”, the adjoining area of Rehob is a stark 
constrast, with it’s meaning and geography of wide open or broad spaces. The root word is 
used of cattle that were with encarcerated testicles Lev 22:24 (Bruised or crushed  testicles) 
NASB, RSV

The spectacular nature of this lesson is not easily lost when looking south from the territory 
ajoining Jezzine from the Latanni lake into the rugged de�les abbuting the valley of Maachah.

The territory is known as Abel Maachah, a reference to the plains or meadows of Maachah. (See 
2Sam 20:14 where Abel and BethMaachah are separtely listed.) The word Abel is described 
within 1Sam 6:18, but note carefully the italics. “The great abel remained as the �eld of Joshua” 
And represented the open �eld where the hidden intentions were brought out into the open, 
as in the cases of Abel and David with Goliath.

The are of Maachah extended to the border of the area allotted to Manasseh to the east, and 
was conquered by Jair, with cities called them after his own name. Maachah is then described 
as being adjacent to Geshur Josh 13:2,13; which is another name for Bashan Deut 3:14 and 
adjacent to or a part of Aram(Syria) 1Chron 2:23  These 60 cities Josh 13:30 represented all the 
challenges to faith with it’s border was unto the squeezing-in of opression overcomed by 
enlightenment (Jair). The border of Maachah excluded Mt Hermon, the place of dedication. 
Josh 13:11 This �gure again seen in the might man of David, Eliephet ben Ahasbai, ben 
Maachah (The power of deliverence of the brother encompassed by opression)2Sam 23:34 

It became a image of the messiah who was opressed Isa 53:7; but a man who God regarded as 
typically seen in Jezaniah the son of Maachah (Yahweh has heard the son of opression) Jer 40:8

Described as being in the skirts of Hermon (3) Josh 13:11 The capital is described as  “a mother 
of Israel” , language no doubt indicating a sign�cant sized city, in relation to smaller villages 
known as daughters. 2Sam 20:19

The origins of the area were most likely from the settlement of a nomadic tribe coming from 
Abraham Gen 22:24 (4) 

Location
The capital of Maachah appears to be at Abel Beth Maachah and suggested to be at Abel el 
Khamh, or modern Khaim (1) and on the rising ground east of the brook Dedarah 10km NWN of 
Dan (5)

Joab
The city was beseiged by Joab 2Sam 20 following the death of Absalom and the rout of the 
army which followed Sheba. Fleeing to the home-ground of Absalom, their leader was relying 
on the local sympathies for Absalom who had previously spent three years living in the area. 
2Sam 13:38. The action was resolved by the action of a wise woman who indicated that their 
alleigance was not with Sheba, and that the city should not su�er the results of guilt by 

Gen 22:24; 2Sam 23:34; 2Kings 25:23; 1Chron 2:48; 4:19; 7:15,16; 9:35; 
11:43; 1Chron 27:16; Jer 40:8
Distinct within this list is 
Absalom, the son of Maachah and David 1Chron 3:2. This Maachah 
was the daughter of the King of Geshur. 2Sam 3:3 to where 
Absalaom would later �ee 2Sam 13:37,38; 14:23,32; 15:8 
Absalom’s (grand)daughter named Maachah, marries Rehoboam 
1Kings 15:2,10,13; 2Chron 11:20,21,22; 15:16 This woman also known 
as Michaiah (Who is like Yah) 2Chron 13:2
Hanan a bodyguard of David 1Chron 11:43

Other references
(1)Thompson land and the book vol 3 pg 204
(2) Arabic and English name lists, Surveys of western Palestine pg 1
[Location Sheet 2, Qb, 13]
(3) Barnes notes on the Bible vol2 pg 343
(4) Logos press; HPMans�eld, Expositor of the Bible; Deutoronomy 
pg 58
(5) Eastons bible dictionary vol 1pg 8
(6) Smiths bible dictionary pg302 

association.

Rehoboam
Rehoboam interestingly marries Maachah the (grand)daughter of Absalaom. It was during his 
life that Shishak or Sheshonk was to invade the land, 971BC,  a king that had harboured 
Jeroboam, not unlike Absalom who had been harboured at home, only to return to challenge 
the throne. It is mentioned at Karnak that Mahkaa (Maachah) was a place taken under the 
control of Shishak. (6) [number 119 of 133 towns]  The town is represented on the temple at 
Karnak as a prisoner with a shield containing the heiroglyph of the town-name, submitting to 
the gods of Thebe.

Asa and Maachah!
There are repeated references to Maachah, both as a person and place within the life of Asa
Maachah, most likely a grand-daughter, this woman was to marry Rehoboam (Note with 
interest again the direct comparison between constraint (Maachah) and broadness (Rehob)) 
1Kings 15:2,10,13; 2Chron 11:20,21,22; 15:16 a woman also known as Michaiah (Who is like Yah) 
2Chron 13:2. It was this woman and her iniquity that Asa removes from within governance of 
the nation as a measure of his reforms.

Asa also unwisely (2Chron 16:7) pays Benhadad king of Syria who invaded northern Israel in 
the time of Baasha, and after taking Ijon of Asher, Dan of Dan and Abel-beth-Maachah, 
(described as the territory of Manasseh)  then progressing to the country of chinnereth. This 
forces Baasha to stop building Ramah (Ramallah), and to return to Tirzah 1Kings 15:20,21; 
2Chron 16:4,5 This title “BenHadad” was given to a man son of Tabrimmon (Rimmon, a Syrian 
deity is good) ben Hezion 1Kings 15:18 = Rezion 1Kings 11:23,24. This man was keen to settle 
long ongoing scores with the kingdom of David! This was the son of father who controlled the 
area of Zobah to the north of Maachah, and being familiar with the area selects this as his 
approach to enter the land, and the ranson of Asa of the items of the temple taken from the 
land of Zobah most likely represented a long held view of goods that were considered to 
belong to his family. cf 1Kings 15:18 with 2Sam 8:7,8

Tiglath Pilesser III
This campaign was repeated by Tiglath Pilleser III, but with devestating e�ect. Tiglath Pilleser is 
mentioned by name in 1Chron 5:26, (Pilnesesr) a fact also dating the record of Chronicles after 
this campaign.  He invades taking Samaria during the reign of Pekah, most likely for with-held 
tribute sometime during 756-736BC. Desparate measures against this campaign can be seen in 
the northwestern towers at Hatzor with his entry into this campaign was through Ijon and 
AbelbethMaachah 2Kings 15:29 

After this �rst humiliation there was an alliance formed between Pekah and Rezin (Heb “�rm”) 
of Damascus to seige Jerusalem under Jotham. 2Kings 15:37; 16:5,6,9 The same Rezin of 
Damasucs mentioned in Isa 7:1,4,8; 8:6; 9:11

Ahaz, the son of Jotham, applys then to Tiglath Pillisser III to return for Pekah’s insubordination, 
and relies on the Assyrian to deliver from the oppression from Israel. Isaiah’s rebuke was not to 
turn to others for support, but to request a sign from God. But Ahaz refuses the sign knowing 
he had committed to a deal with the Assyrians. A consequence of this action was the loss of 
the territory of Transjordan and Eilat to the Syrians. 2Kings 16:5,6
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indicated within it’s name; “to be pressed in together”, the adjoining area of Rehob is a stark 
constrast, with it’s meaning and geography of wide open or broad spaces. The root word is 
used of cattle that were with encarcerated testicles Lev 22:24 (Bruised or crushed  testicles) 
NASB, RSV

The spectacular nature of this lesson is not easily lost when looking south from the territory 
ajoining Jezzine from the Latanni lake into the rugged de�les abbuting the valley of Maachah.

The territory is known as Abel Maachah, a reference to the plains or meadows of Maachah. (See 
2Sam 20:14 where Abel and BethMaachah are separtely listed.) The word Abel is described 
within 1Sam 6:18, but note carefully the italics. “The great abel remained as the �eld of Joshua” 
And represented the open �eld where the hidden intentions were brought out into the open, 
as in the cases of Abel and David with Goliath.

The are of Maachah extended to the border of the area allotted to Manasseh to the east, and 
was conquered by Jair, with cities called them after his own name. Maachah is then described 
as being adjacent to Geshur Josh 13:2,13; which is another name for Bashan Deut 3:14 and 
adjacent to or a part of Aram(Syria) 1Chron 2:23  These 60 cities Josh 13:30 represented all the 
challenges to faith with it’s border was unto the squeezing-in of opression overcomed by 
enlightenment (Jair). The border of Maachah excluded Mt Hermon, the place of dedication. 
Josh 13:11 This �gure again seen in the might man of David, Eliephet ben Ahasbai, ben 
Maachah (The power of deliverence of the brother encompassed by opression)2Sam 23:34 

It became a image of the messiah who was opressed Isa 53:7; but a man who God regarded as 
typically seen in Jezaniah the son of Maachah (Yahweh has heard the son of opression) Jer 40:8

Described as being in the skirts of Hermon (3) Josh 13:11 The capital is described as  “a mother 
of Israel” , language no doubt indicating a sign�cant sized city, in relation to smaller villages 
known as daughters. 2Sam 20:19

The origins of the area were most likely from the settlement of a nomadic tribe coming from 
Abraham Gen 22:24 (4) 

Location
The capital of Maachah appears to be at Abel Beth Maachah and suggested to be at Abel el 
Khamh, or modern Khaim (1) and on the rising ground east of the brook Dedarah 10km NWN of 
Dan (5)

Joab
The city was beseiged by Joab 2Sam 20 following the death of Absalom and the rout of the 
army which followed Sheba. Fleeing to the home-ground of Absalom, their leader was relying 
on the local sympathies for Absalom who had previously spent three years living in the area. 
2Sam 13:38. The action was resolved by the action of a wise woman who indicated that their 
alleigance was not with Sheba, and that the city should not su�er the results of guilt by 

Gen 22:24; 2Sam 23:34; 2Kings 25:23; 1Chron 2:48; 4:19; 7:15,16; 9:35; 
11:43; 1Chron 27:16; Jer 40:8
Distinct within this list is 
Absalom, the son of Maachah and David 1Chron 3:2. This Maachah 
was the daughter of the King of Geshur. 2Sam 3:3 to where 
Absalaom would later �ee 2Sam 13:37,38; 14:23,32; 15:8 
Absalom’s (grand)daughter named Maachah, marries Rehoboam 
1Kings 15:2,10,13; 2Chron 11:20,21,22; 15:16 This woman also known 
as Michaiah (Who is like Yah) 2Chron 13:2
Hanan a bodyguard of David 1Chron 11:43

Other references
(1)Thompson land and the book vol 3 pg 204
(2) Arabic and English name lists, Surveys of western Palestine pg 1
[Location Sheet 2, Qb, 13]
(3) Barnes notes on the Bible vol2 pg 343
(4) Logos press; HPMans�eld, Expositor of the Bible; Deutoronomy 
pg 58
(5) Eastons bible dictionary vol 1pg 8
(6) Smiths bible dictionary pg302 

association.

Rehoboam
Rehoboam interestingly marries Maachah the (grand)daughter of Absalaom. It was during his 
life that Shishak or Sheshonk was to invade the land, 971BC,  a king that had harboured 
Jeroboam, not unlike Absalom who had been harboured at home, only to return to challenge 
the throne. It is mentioned at Karnak that Mahkaa (Maachah) was a place taken under the 
control of Shishak. (6) [number 119 of 133 towns]  The town is represented on the temple at 
Karnak as a prisoner with a shield containing the heiroglyph of the town-name, submitting to 
the gods of Thebe.

Asa and Maachah!
There are repeated references to Maachah, both as a person and place within the life of Asa
Maachah, most likely a grand-daughter, this woman was to marry Rehoboam (Note with 
interest again the direct comparison between constraint (Maachah) and broadness (Rehob)) 
1Kings 15:2,10,13; 2Chron 11:20,21,22; 15:16 a woman also known as Michaiah (Who is like Yah) 
2Chron 13:2. It was this woman and her iniquity that Asa removes from within governance of 
the nation as a measure of his reforms.

Asa also unwisely (2Chron 16:7) pays Benhadad king of Syria who invaded northern Israel in 
the time of Baasha, and after taking Ijon of Asher, Dan of Dan and Abel-beth-Maachah, 
(described as the territory of Manasseh)  then progressing to the country of chinnereth. This 
forces Baasha to stop building Ramah (Ramallah), and to return to Tirzah 1Kings 15:20,21; 
2Chron 16:4,5 This title “BenHadad” was given to a man son of Tabrimmon (Rimmon, a Syrian 
deity is good) ben Hezion 1Kings 15:18 = Rezion 1Kings 11:23,24. This man was keen to settle 
long ongoing scores with the kingdom of David! This was the son of father who controlled the 
area of Zobah to the north of Maachah, and being familiar with the area selects this as his 
approach to enter the land, and the ranson of Asa of the items of the temple taken from the 
land of Zobah most likely represented a long held view of goods that were considered to 
belong to his family. cf 1Kings 15:18 with 2Sam 8:7,8

Tiglath Pilesser III
This campaign was repeated by Tiglath Pilleser III, but with devestating e�ect. Tiglath Pilleser is 
mentioned by name in 1Chron 5:26, (Pilnesesr) a fact also dating the record of Chronicles after 
this campaign.  He invades taking Samaria during the reign of Pekah, most likely for with-held 
tribute sometime during 756-736BC. Desparate measures against this campaign can be seen in 
the northwestern towers at Hatzor with his entry into this campaign was through Ijon and 
AbelbethMaachah 2Kings 15:29 

After this �rst humiliation there was an alliance formed between Pekah and Rezin (Heb “�rm”) 
of Damascus to seige Jerusalem under Jotham. 2Kings 15:37; 16:5,6,9 The same Rezin of 
Damasucs mentioned in Isa 7:1,4,8; 8:6; 9:11

Ahaz, the son of Jotham, applys then to Tiglath Pillisser III to return for Pekah’s insubordination, 
and relies on the Assyrian to deliver from the oppression from Israel. Isaiah’s rebuke was not to 
turn to others for support, but to request a sign from God. But Ahaz refuses the sign knowing 
he had committed to a deal with the Assyrians. A consequence of this action was the loss of 
the territory of Transjordan and Eilat to the Syrians. 2Kings 16:5,6



Sidon

Names and Location
Saidoon Phonecian

Sidon / Zidon Greek

Sidon the great Greek

The holy city of Phonecia Alexander the great

Saida Arabic, Modern

Etymology
Sidon
(Strongs 06721 Nwdyu) The name comes from the idea of hunting, 
particularly in relation to �sh with the root (Strongs 06679 dwu) 
translated as hunt Job 10:16; Ps 140:11;  Lev 17:13;  chased sore Lam 
3:52 (emph) hunting souls Ezek13:18-20; Micah 7:2
The greek form (Strongs 4605 sidon) 

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
Ethbaal
xx

Jezebel
Jezebel from this town: 1Kings 16:31

Syrophonecian woman
Luke 7:25f: Matt 15:21f

Archeology �ndings
The royal necropolis
French excavations led by Ernest Renan found a royal necropolis of 
Magharat Abloun. Futher necropoli were found at Ayaa below the 
village of Helalie and Ain el-Helwe to the south-west.
1937 middle bronze age tombs found within the mountains around 
Saida
South of the city an ancient cemetry known as Dekerman was used 
until this century. A number of circular Chalcolithic ca4000BC 
foundations have been found in this area

The temple of Eshmoun
West of the main road from Beirut before the bridge at the wadi 
Awali is a location known as Bustan el-Sheikh and the site of the 
temple of Eshmoun dating from persian times ca6cBC during the 
golden age of Sidon. Eshmoun was the god of healing and 
associated with the greek god of Asklepios

The Murex mound
Adjacent to the Franj citadel is a huge mound remaining from the 
murex industry devoted to making the purple dye made so famous 
by the Caesers in the passing of the purple (The robe signfying the 
rite to hold o�ce)

Biblical references
Sidon
Gen 10:15; 49:13; Josh 11:8; 19:28; Judges 1:31; 10:6;  2Sam 24:6; 

Location
Saida is located 48 km south of Beirut. From it’s etymology the town appears to be based on a 
legend of good �sherman, and likely a haven for those seeking this industry.  Sidon appears 
much earlier in the scriptures than Tyre, and became synomonous with the coastal plain, the 
Romans calling it Sido-Phonecia

The city was built on a hill and protected by the sea on it’s north and western approaches. The 
modern city now predominantly on the northern slopes of the hill, and the ancient city 
appears to  be to mainly to the north of the modern location. Remnants of the most northern 
wall are visible with blocks of the mole being 15 feet in thickness, indicating the strength of the 
old walls. The southern approaches were protected by the passage of a strean or trench.

A Biblical limit: “As far as Sidon”
Firstborn of Canaan Gen 10:15;1Chron 1:13 it became the border of the Phonecian traders 
down to Gerar and Gaza Gen 10:19 In the blessings of Jacob, Zebulon was to have it’s border to 
Sidon Gen 49:13

It is described as “Sidon the great” Josh 11:8; 19:28 Asher’s border was to extend to Sidon 
Joshua 19:28 but was never taken by the tribe Judges 1:31. Ahraoni suggests the control of the 
territory "as far as Sidon" by Asher was to the river Litani which �ows to the mediterranean
between Sidon and Tyre, and included the cities of Usu and Palaityros, but excluded the city of 
Sidon itself as it remained in Phonecian hands. The cities listed towards the end of this list (Josh 
19:29,30) are Canaanite towns (2)

During the time of occupation the people of the area of Sidon were considered a quiet people 
Judges 18:7 but after the conduct of the men of Dan during their northern conquests, the men 
of Sidon became oppressive of the nation of Israel Judges 10:12 The gods of Zidon to become 
a plague for Israel Judges 10:6 The king of Merom routed to Zidon Josh 11:1-8 

Again described as a limit of the land when numbered by Joab 2Sam 24:1-8,6

Sidon introduced as a person, but more commonly understood by the place named after him 
on the Phonecian, now the modern Lebanon coast and almost immediately introduced so in 
the record see Gen 10:15,19  As the son is marked as the �rstborn and also the �rst point of the 
border of the Canaanites, this city and region then becomes synomonous with the origins of 
the Canaanites, and the source of their strength. [See notes on borders under Canaan]

The town became the border of the Phonecian traders down to Gerar and Gaza Gen 10:19 The 
prophecied border of Zebulon Gen 49:13 The king of Merom routed to Zidon Josh 11:1-8 The 
inhabitants remained here, and were not driven out by Asher Judges 1:31 

 A limit of the land numbered by Joab 2Sam 24:1-8,6 

Cush  Mizraim  Phut               Canaan  

            Sidon         Heth Jebusite Amorite Girgasite  Hivite Arkite Sinite Arvadite Zemarite     Hamathite 

Ham

Gen 10:15-18

Gen 10:6

1Kings 17:9; 1Chron 1:13;  Isa 23:2,4,12; Jer 25:22; 27:3;  47:4;  Ezek 
27:8,21,22;  Joel 3:4; Zech 9:2; Matt 11:21,22; 15:21;  Mark 3:8; 7:24,31; 
Luke 4:26;  6:17; 10:13,14; Acts 12:20; 27:3 

Zidon
Josh 11:8

Sidonian
xx

Zidonian
xx

Other reference
(1) Rosenmuller, Biblical geographaphy of Asia Minor pg 110f
(2) Land of the Bible Aharoni Pg 214) cf Judges 1:32

Ahraoni suggests the control of the territory "as far as Sidon" by Asher was to the river Litani 
which �ows to the mediterranean between Sidon and Tyre, and included the cities of Usu and 
Palaityros, but excluded the city of Sidon itself as it remained in Phonecian hands. The cities 
listed towards the end of this list (Josh 19:29,20) are Canaanite towns (1)

So what of the borders?
Borders delineate more than  geographical boundaries that separate people. Biblically they 
represent the nature of the people bounded within the area.  Of particular interest is the 
borders of Edom mentioned in Deut 2:4; Num 20:21,23; 34:3Joshua 15:1 which are later 
described by Malachi as the borders of wickedness Mal 1:4 Borders then hold spiritual values. 
These then re�ect moral landmarks of the borders of inheritance that cannot be moved.  To 
this end particular importance was placed on the established borders of lands and inheritance 
see Deut 19:14; Job 24:2; Prov 22:28; 23:10 and was viewed as so important by deity that it 
became a portion of a national consciousness at Gerazim and Ebal Deut 27:17 and repeated in 
the days of Joshua himself. Joshua 8:30�; 24:1-28  Joshua con�rms this with a physical token of 
a stone set as a memorial before dispersing all the nation to their individual portions of 
inheritance  Josh 24:27,28 Borders represent limits: Joshua was buried in the border of his 
inheritance, and repeated in the record; Josh 24:30; Judges 2:9. Israel was not given passage 
across the borders of Edom Num 20:17-21 indicating that a life involved with Edom (redness 
indicating the vitality of a man’s skin, and hence his vitality to preserve personal interests) 
could not lead to eternal inheritance. The inheritance of the children of Israel is repeated as 
being “as a man walketh” Ezek 47

The borders of Sidon then represent more than a line in the sand. This was the in�uence of the 
Sidonians on the national consciousness of Israel. 

Sidon and the Amorites
XX

Ethbaal
Ethbaal (Strongs 0856 lebta lit: with Baal root word translated as with, in, against, upon) was 
noted to be a king of Sidon 1Kings 16:31 whose daughter Jezebel became notorious in her 
in�uence during her life and even centuries later Rev 2:20 Four kings in�uenced in Judah by 
her or her family are not listed by name in the Matthew geneaology, Yahweh not passing the 
sin of Jezebel to the third and fourth generation of those that hate Him.  At the same time 
commiting four generations of the house of Jehu to the destruction of her legacy

The gods of Zidon to become an early plague for Israel Judges 10:6 and later embelished by 
Jezebel who came from this town: 1Kings 16:31

Biblical Sidon
Zidon noted alongside Arvad for mariners Ezek 27:8; Joel 3:4

Babylonian
ca 600BC was under independant governance Jer 27:3; 25:22 and supplied Tyre with rowers 
Ezek 27:8. Ezekiel predicted it’s fall by pestilence  Ex 28:21-24 and a destruction so thorough so 
unable to engage against Israel.   The city is placed with Tyre and prophecied against Ezek 28 
becuase of it’s pride against Elohim Ezek 27,28 

Persian 
Sidon found it’s golden age under the Persians, and provided the Persians with ships and crews 
in their conquest of the greeks.  The persians mainatined a royal park in Sidon, and during this 
time the temple of Eshmoun was built.
ca351BC was destroyed during a seige by Persian Artexerxes III (Ochus). So indignant of the 
treachery the inhabitants set the city on �re rather than surrender. More than 40,000 people 
died during the blaze. Following the conquest, the city was restored, but lost independance.

Greek
330BC Alexander accepted a suing for peace as the city was in no position from it’s recent 
disasters to raise a force of opposition. Alexander made Sidon “the holy city of Phonecia” and 
subsequently enjoyed numerous freedoms and greek activities such as games in which the 

athletes from the region engaged. Visited by Alexander  Zech 9:2

Roman
Under Roman rule, the city continued to mint it’s own silver coins. A roman theatre was 
constructed here.
551AD when a large eartquake shook the region, the law school of Beruit (one of three 
recognised law-schools in the roman world recognised by Justinian) moved here.
636AD Moslem control of the city
1111AD Sidon was taken by Baldwin after a long seige before coming the king of Jerusalem, 
and became known as the chief town of teh Seinoiry of Sagette, and the second of the four 
baronies of the kingdom of Jerusalem

Trade
Famous for it’s glass making on a vast scale. 
The production of purple was conducted from crustaceans transported to Sidon from far away 
as the coasts of Morocco and Mauritania. The harvesting was so exhaustive that murex 
trunculus  from which the purple was extracted, �rst became rare and a feature of royalty, and 
then became extint from their harvesting. The refuse from the production can still be seen 
today with an arti�cial hill known as “murex hill” which is made from the remains of the 
production. (100metres diameter and 50 metres high! however modern construction makes 
access di�cult)
Objects from Sidon have been found in antique markets all around the world, an indication of 
the widespread nature of the trade originating from here

The ports
There were originally two ports at Sidon. The inner port was used during winter, and the outer 
port was protected by a wall that protected the inner environs from the sea and directed tra�c 
to the southern channel entering the open sea.
The southern port known as the Egyptian port because of it’s prospect is located opposite the 
castle of St Louis and Murex hill.
The northern channel port is used only for local �sherman, as the city �lled the harbour with 
silt to prevent the Ottoman turkish �eet under Emir Fakr-eddin from landing. It is based on the 
former roman and ancient ports

Ancient remains
Castle built by Louis IX France, built on top of  a hill overlooking the port, but based on 
previous greek structures. A dozen or so roman pillars can be seen at the base of the hill.
Venetian building on the northern side of town on Wadi el-Hamly
South of town is a Mosque known as Nebi Sidon, Turkish tradition having the body of Zebulon 
was buried here!
East within the city is a mosque called Zalsa, known by Christians as La-Canaana

The sea castle
Kalaat Saia al-Bahriya was built by the crusaders in 1228 on a small island away from the 
mainland that was connected by a causeway. Climbing to the roof of the castle gives not only a 
good view, but clearly demonstrates the feild of �re and control the castle held over the port 
and the adjacent city. All that remains of the castle is two towers connected with the interval 
wall. The outer walls are fragmentary, the western being the best preserved. Evidence of roman 
columns can be seen. Following the fall of Acre, the Mamluks destroyed other sea fortresses to 
prevent the regaining of strategic points on the coast by the crusaders, and is an indication of 
how valuable this castle was.

Paul’s visit
Paul brei�y visited Sidon on his �nal return to Jerusalem Acts 27:3

The future for Zidon
Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his 
border shall be unto Zidon. Gen 49:13 The unusual use of the hebrew word for border is 
translated usually as side, as for example the “sides” of the tabernacle Ex 26:22,23,27 etc and 
comes from a root meaning thigh, or that which is soft, and is used of the procreative power of 
man in Gen 24:2,9. 
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Location
Saida is located 48 km south of Beirut. From it’s etymology the town appears to be based on a 
legend of good �sherman, and likely a haven for those seeking this industry.  Sidon appears 
much earlier in the scriptures than Tyre, and became synomonous with the coastal plain, the 
Romans calling it Sido-Phonecia

The city was built on a hill and protected by the sea on it’s north and western approaches. The 
modern city now predominantly on the northern slopes of the hill, and the ancient city 
appears to  be to mainly to the north of the modern location. Remnants of the most northern 
wall are visible with blocks of the mole being 15 feet in thickness, indicating the strength of the 
old walls. The southern approaches were protected by the passage of a strean or trench.

A Biblical limit: “As far as Sidon”
Firstborn of Canaan Gen 10:15;1Chron 1:13 it became the border of the Phonecian traders 
down to Gerar and Gaza Gen 10:19 In the blessings of Jacob, Zebulon was to have it’s border to 
Sidon Gen 49:13

It is described as “Sidon the great” Josh 11:8; 19:28 Asher’s border was to extend to Sidon 
Joshua 19:28 but was never taken by the tribe Judges 1:31. Ahraoni suggests the control of the 
territory "as far as Sidon" by Asher was to the river Litani which �ows to the mediterranean
between Sidon and Tyre, and included the cities of Usu and Palaityros, but excluded the city of 
Sidon itself as it remained in Phonecian hands. The cities listed towards the end of this list (Josh 
19:29,30) are Canaanite towns (2)

During the time of occupation the people of the area of Sidon were considered a quiet people 
Judges 18:7 but after the conduct of the men of Dan during their northern conquests, the men 
of Sidon became oppressive of the nation of Israel Judges 10:12 The gods of Zidon to become 
a plague for Israel Judges 10:6 The king of Merom routed to Zidon Josh 11:1-8 

Again described as a limit of the land when numbered by Joab 2Sam 24:1-8,6

Sidon introduced as a person, but more commonly understood by the place named after him 
on the Phonecian, now the modern Lebanon coast and almost immediately introduced so in 
the record see Gen 10:15,19  As the son is marked as the �rstborn and also the �rst point of the 
border of the Canaanites, this city and region then becomes synomonous with the origins of 
the Canaanites, and the source of their strength. [See notes on borders under Canaan]

The town became the border of the Phonecian traders down to Gerar and Gaza Gen 10:19 The 
prophecied border of Zebulon Gen 49:13 The king of Merom routed to Zidon Josh 11:1-8 The 
inhabitants remained here, and were not driven out by Asher Judges 1:31 

 A limit of the land numbered by Joab 2Sam 24:1-8,6 

1Kings 17:9; 1Chron 1:13;  Isa 23:2,4,12; Jer 25:22; 27:3;  47:4;  Ezek 
27:8,21,22;  Joel 3:4; Zech 9:2; Matt 11:21,22; 15:21;  Mark 3:8; 7:24,31; 
Luke 4:26;  6:17; 10:13,14; Acts 12:20; 27:3 

Zidon
Josh 11:8

Sidonian
xx

Zidonian
xx

Other reference
(1) Rosenmuller, Biblical geographaphy of Asia Minor pg 110f
(2) Land of the Bible Aharoni Pg 214) cf Judges 1:32

Ahraoni suggests the control of the territory "as far as Sidon" by Asher was to the river Litani 
which �ows to the mediterranean between Sidon and Tyre, and included the cities of Usu and 
Palaityros, but excluded the city of Sidon itself as it remained in Phonecian hands. The cities 
listed towards the end of this list (Josh 19:29,20) are Canaanite towns (1)

So what of the borders?
Borders delineate more than  geographical boundaries that separate people. Biblically they 
represent the nature of the people bounded within the area.  Of particular interest is the 
borders of Edom mentioned in Deut 2:4; Num 20:21,23; 34:3Joshua 15:1 which are later 
described by Malachi as the borders of wickedness Mal 1:4 Borders then hold spiritual values. 
These then re�ect moral landmarks of the borders of inheritance that cannot be moved.  To 
this end particular importance was placed on the established borders of lands and inheritance 
see Deut 19:14; Job 24:2; Prov 22:28; 23:10 and was viewed as so important by deity that it 
became a portion of a national consciousness at Gerazim and Ebal Deut 27:17 and repeated in 
the days of Joshua himself. Joshua 8:30�; 24:1-28  Joshua con�rms this with a physical token of 
a stone set as a memorial before dispersing all the nation to their individual portions of 
inheritance  Josh 24:27,28 Borders represent limits: Joshua was buried in the border of his 
inheritance, and repeated in the record; Josh 24:30; Judges 2:9. Israel was not given passage 
across the borders of Edom Num 20:17-21 indicating that a life involved with Edom (redness 
indicating the vitality of a man’s skin, and hence his vitality to preserve personal interests) 
could not lead to eternal inheritance. The inheritance of the children of Israel is repeated as 
being “as a man walketh” Ezek 47

The borders of Sidon then represent more than a line in the sand. This was the in�uence of the 
Sidonians on the national consciousness of Israel. 

Sidon and the Amorites
XX

Ethbaal
Ethbaal (Strongs 0856 lebta lit: with Baal root word translated as with, in, against, upon) was 
noted to be a king of Sidon 1Kings 16:31 whose daughter Jezebel became notorious in her 
in�uence during her life and even centuries later Rev 2:20 Four kings in�uenced in Judah by 
her or her family are not listed by name in the Matthew geneaology, Yahweh not passing the 
sin of Jezebel to the third and fourth generation of those that hate Him.  At the same time 
commiting four generations of the house of Jehu to the destruction of her legacy

The gods of Zidon to become an early plague for Israel Judges 10:6 and later embelished by 
Jezebel who came from this town: 1Kings 16:31

Biblical Sidon
Zidon noted alongside Arvad for mariners Ezek 27:8; Joel 3:4

Babylonian
ca 600BC was under independant governance Jer 27:3; 25:22 and supplied Tyre with rowers 
Ezek 27:8. Ezekiel predicted it’s fall by pestilence  Ex 28:21-24 and a destruction so thorough so 
unable to engage against Israel.   The city is placed with Tyre and prophecied against Ezek 28 
becuase of it’s pride against Elohim Ezek 27,28 

Persian 
Sidon found it’s golden age under the Persians, and provided the Persians with ships and crews 
in their conquest of the greeks.  The persians mainatined a royal park in Sidon, and during this 
time the temple of Eshmoun was built.
ca351BC was destroyed during a seige by Persian Artexerxes III (Ochus). So indignant of the 
treachery the inhabitants set the city on �re rather than surrender. More than 40,000 people 
died during the blaze. Following the conquest, the city was restored, but lost independance.

Greek
330BC Alexander accepted a suing for peace as the city was in no position from it’s recent 
disasters to raise a force of opposition. Alexander made Sidon “the holy city of Phonecia” and 
subsequently enjoyed numerous freedoms and greek activities such as games in which the 

athletes from the region engaged. Visited by Alexander  Zech 9:2

Roman
Under Roman rule, the city continued to mint it’s own silver coins. A roman theatre was 
constructed here.
551AD when a large eartquake shook the region, the law school of Beruit (one of three 
recognised law-schools in the roman world recognised by Justinian) moved here.
636AD Moslem control of the city
1111AD Sidon was taken by Baldwin after a long seige before coming the king of Jerusalem, 
and became known as the chief town of teh Seinoiry of Sagette, and the second of the four 
baronies of the kingdom of Jerusalem

Trade
Famous for it’s glass making on a vast scale. 
The production of purple was conducted from crustaceans transported to Sidon from far away 
as the coasts of Morocco and Mauritania. The harvesting was so exhaustive that murex 
trunculus  from which the purple was extracted, �rst became rare and a feature of royalty, and 
then became extint from their harvesting. The refuse from the production can still be seen 
today with an arti�cial hill known as “murex hill” which is made from the remains of the 
production. (100metres diameter and 50 metres high! however modern construction makes 
access di�cult)
Objects from Sidon have been found in antique markets all around the world, an indication of 
the widespread nature of the trade originating from here

The ports
There were originally two ports at Sidon. The inner port was used during winter, and the outer 
port was protected by a wall that protected the inner environs from the sea and directed tra�c 
to the southern channel entering the open sea.
The southern port known as the Egyptian port because of it’s prospect is located opposite the 
castle of St Louis and Murex hill.
The northern channel port is used only for local �sherman, as the city �lled the harbour with 
silt to prevent the Ottoman turkish �eet under Emir Fakr-eddin from landing. It is based on the 
former roman and ancient ports

Ancient remains
Castle built by Louis IX France, built on top of  a hill overlooking the port, but based on 
previous greek structures. A dozen or so roman pillars can be seen at the base of the hill.
Venetian building on the northern side of town on Wadi el-Hamly
South of town is a Mosque known as Nebi Sidon, Turkish tradition having the body of Zebulon 
was buried here!
East within the city is a mosque called Zalsa, known by Christians as La-Canaana

The sea castle
Kalaat Saia al-Bahriya was built by the crusaders in 1228 on a small island away from the 
mainland that was connected by a causeway. Climbing to the roof of the castle gives not only a 
good view, but clearly demonstrates the feild of �re and control the castle held over the port 
and the adjacent city. All that remains of the castle is two towers connected with the interval 
wall. The outer walls are fragmentary, the western being the best preserved. Evidence of roman 
columns can be seen. Following the fall of Acre, the Mamluks destroyed other sea fortresses to 
prevent the regaining of strategic points on the coast by the crusaders, and is an indication of 
how valuable this castle was.

Paul’s visit
Paul brei�y visited Sidon on his �nal return to Jerusalem Acts 27:3

The future for Zidon
Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his 
border shall be unto Zidon. Gen 49:13 The unusual use of the hebrew word for border is 
translated usually as side, as for example the “sides” of the tabernacle Ex 26:22,23,27 etc and 
comes from a root meaning thigh, or that which is soft, and is used of the procreative power of 
man in Gen 24:2,9. 



Names and Location
Saidoon Phonecian

Sidon / Zidon Greek

Sidon the great Greek

The holy city of Phonecia Alexander the great

Saida Arabic, Modern

Etymology
Sidon
(Strongs 06721 Nwdyu) The name comes from the idea of hunting, 
particularly in relation to �sh with the root (Strongs 06679 dwu) 
translated as hunt Job 10:16; Ps 140:11;  Lev 17:13;  chased sore Lam 
3:52 (emph) hunting souls Ezek13:18-20; Micah 7:2
The greek form (Strongs 4605 sidon) 

Historical
XX
Xxx

Famous characters
Ethbaal
xx

Jezebel
Jezebel from this town: 1Kings 16:31

Syrophonecian woman
Luke 7:25f: Matt 15:21f

Archeology �ndings
The royal necropolis
French excavations led by Ernest Renan found a royal necropolis of 
Magharat Abloun. Futher necropoli were found at Ayaa below the 
village of Helalie and Ain el-Helwe to the south-west.
1937 middle bronze age tombs found within the mountains around 
Saida
South of the city an ancient cemetry known as Dekerman was used 
until this century. A number of circular Chalcolithic ca4000BC 
foundations have been found in this area

The temple of Eshmoun
West of the main road from Beirut before the bridge at the wadi 
Awali is a location known as Bustan el-Sheikh and the site of the 
temple of Eshmoun dating from persian times ca6cBC during the 
golden age of Sidon. Eshmoun was the god of healing and 
associated with the greek god of Asklepios

The Murex mound
Adjacent to the Franj citadel is a huge mound remaining from the 
murex industry devoted to making the purple dye made so famous 
by the Caesers in the passing of the purple (The robe signfying the 
rite to hold o�ce)

Biblical references
Sidon
Gen 10:15; 49:13; Josh 11:8; 19:28; Judges 1:31; 10:6;  2Sam 24:6; 

Location
Saida is located 48 km south of Beirut. From it’s etymology the town appears to be based on a 
legend of good �sherman, and likely a haven for those seeking this industry.  Sidon appears 
much earlier in the scriptures than Tyre, and became synomonous with the coastal plain, the 
Romans calling it Sido-Phonecia

The city was built on a hill and protected by the sea on it’s north and western approaches. The 
modern city now predominantly on the northern slopes of the hill, and the ancient city 
appears to  be to mainly to the north of the modern location. Remnants of the most northern 
wall are visible with blocks of the mole being 15 feet in thickness, indicating the strength of the 
old walls. The southern approaches were protected by the passage of a strean or trench.

A Biblical limit: “As far as Sidon”
Firstborn of Canaan Gen 10:15;1Chron 1:13 it became the border of the Phonecian traders 
down to Gerar and Gaza Gen 10:19 In the blessings of Jacob, Zebulon was to have it’s border to 
Sidon Gen 49:13

It is described as “Sidon the great” Josh 11:8; 19:28 Asher’s border was to extend to Sidon 
Joshua 19:28 but was never taken by the tribe Judges 1:31. Ahraoni suggests the control of the 
territory "as far as Sidon" by Asher was to the river Litani which �ows to the mediterranean
between Sidon and Tyre, and included the cities of Usu and Palaityros, but excluded the city of 
Sidon itself as it remained in Phonecian hands. The cities listed towards the end of this list (Josh 
19:29,30) are Canaanite towns (2)

During the time of occupation the people of the area of Sidon were considered a quiet people 
Judges 18:7 but after the conduct of the men of Dan during their northern conquests, the men 
of Sidon became oppressive of the nation of Israel Judges 10:12 The gods of Zidon to become 
a plague for Israel Judges 10:6 The king of Merom routed to Zidon Josh 11:1-8 

Again described as a limit of the land when numbered by Joab 2Sam 24:1-8,6

Sidon introduced as a person, but more commonly understood by the place named after him 
on the Phonecian, now the modern Lebanon coast and almost immediately introduced so in 
the record see Gen 10:15,19  As the son is marked as the �rstborn and also the �rst point of the 
border of the Canaanites, this city and region then becomes synomonous with the origins of 
the Canaanites, and the source of their strength. [See notes on borders under Canaan]

The town became the border of the Phonecian traders down to Gerar and Gaza Gen 10:19 The 
prophecied border of Zebulon Gen 49:13 The king of Merom routed to Zidon Josh 11:1-8 The 
inhabitants remained here, and were not driven out by Asher Judges 1:31 

 A limit of the land numbered by Joab 2Sam 24:1-8,6 

1Kings 17:9; 1Chron 1:13;  Isa 23:2,4,12; Jer 25:22; 27:3;  47:4;  Ezek 
27:8,21,22;  Joel 3:4; Zech 9:2; Matt 11:21,22; 15:21;  Mark 3:8; 7:24,31; 
Luke 4:26;  6:17; 10:13,14; Acts 12:20; 27:3 

Zidon
Josh 11:8

Sidonian
xx

Zidonian
xx

Other reference
(1) Rosenmuller, Biblical geographaphy of Asia Minor pg 110f
(2) Land of the Bible Aharoni Pg 214) cf Judges 1:32

Ahraoni suggests the control of the territory "as far as Sidon" by Asher was to the river Litani 
which �ows to the mediterranean between Sidon and Tyre, and included the cities of Usu and 
Palaityros, but excluded the city of Sidon itself as it remained in Phonecian hands. The cities 
listed towards the end of this list (Josh 19:29,20) are Canaanite towns (1)

So what of the borders?
Borders delineate more than  geographical boundaries that separate people. Biblically they 
represent the nature of the people bounded within the area.  Of particular interest is the 
borders of Edom mentioned in Deut 2:4; Num 20:21,23; 34:3Joshua 15:1 which are later 
described by Malachi as the borders of wickedness Mal 1:4 Borders then hold spiritual values. 
These then re�ect moral landmarks of the borders of inheritance that cannot be moved.  To 
this end particular importance was placed on the established borders of lands and inheritance 
see Deut 19:14; Job 24:2; Prov 22:28; 23:10 and was viewed as so important by deity that it 
became a portion of a national consciousness at Gerazim and Ebal Deut 27:17 and repeated in 
the days of Joshua himself. Joshua 8:30�; 24:1-28  Joshua con�rms this with a physical token of 
a stone set as a memorial before dispersing all the nation to their individual portions of 
inheritance  Josh 24:27,28 Borders represent limits: Joshua was buried in the border of his 
inheritance, and repeated in the record; Josh 24:30; Judges 2:9. Israel was not given passage 
across the borders of Edom Num 20:17-21 indicating that a life involved with Edom (redness 
indicating the vitality of a man’s skin, and hence his vitality to preserve personal interests) 
could not lead to eternal inheritance. The inheritance of the children of Israel is repeated as 
being “as a man walketh” Ezek 47

The borders of Sidon then represent more than a line in the sand. This was the in�uence of the 
Sidonians on the national consciousness of Israel. 

Sidon and the Amorites
XX

Ethbaal
Ethbaal (Strongs 0856 lebta lit: with Baal root word translated as with, in, against, upon) was 
noted to be a king of Sidon 1Kings 16:31 whose daughter Jezebel became notorious in her 
in�uence during her life and even centuries later Rev 2:20 Four kings in�uenced in Judah by 
her or her family are not listed by name in the Matthew geneaology, Yahweh not passing the 
sin of Jezebel to the third and fourth generation of those that hate Him.  At the same time 
commiting four generations of the house of Jehu to the destruction of her legacy

The gods of Zidon to become an early plague for Israel Judges 10:6 and later embelished by 
Jezebel who came from this town: 1Kings 16:31

Biblical Sidon
Zidon noted alongside Arvad for mariners Ezek 27:8; Joel 3:4

Babylonian
ca 600BC was under independant governance Jer 27:3; 25:22 and supplied Tyre with rowers 
Ezek 27:8. Ezekiel predicted it’s fall by pestilence  Ex 28:21-24 and a destruction so thorough so 
unable to engage against Israel.   The city is placed with Tyre and prophecied against Ezek 28 
becuase of it’s pride against Elohim Ezek 27,28 

Persian 
Sidon found it’s golden age under the Persians, and provided the Persians with ships and crews 
in their conquest of the greeks.  The persians mainatined a royal park in Sidon, and during this 
time the temple of Eshmoun was built.
ca351BC was destroyed during a seige by Persian Artexerxes III (Ochus). So indignant of the 
treachery the inhabitants set the city on �re rather than surrender. More than 40,000 people 
died during the blaze. Following the conquest, the city was restored, but lost independance.

Greek
330BC Alexander accepted a suing for peace as the city was in no position from it’s recent 
disasters to raise a force of opposition. Alexander made Sidon “the holy city of Phonecia” and 
subsequently enjoyed numerous freedoms and greek activities such as games in which the 

athletes from the region engaged. Visited by Alexander  Zech 9:2

Roman
Under Roman rule, the city continued to mint it’s own silver coins. A roman theatre was 
constructed here.
551AD when a large eartquake shook the region, the law school of Beruit (one of three 
recognised law-schools in the roman world recognised by Justinian) moved here.
636AD Moslem control of the city
1111AD Sidon was taken by Baldwin after a long seige before coming the king of Jerusalem, 
and became known as the chief town of teh Seinoiry of Sagette, and the second of the four 
baronies of the kingdom of Jerusalem

Trade
Famous for it’s glass making on a vast scale. 
The production of purple was conducted from crustaceans transported to Sidon from far away 
as the coasts of Morocco and Mauritania. The harvesting was so exhaustive that murex 
trunculus  from which the purple was extracted, �rst became rare and a feature of royalty, and 
then became extint from their harvesting. The refuse from the production can still be seen 
today with an arti�cial hill known as “murex hill” which is made from the remains of the 
production. (100metres diameter and 50 metres high! however modern construction makes 
access di�cult)
Objects from Sidon have been found in antique markets all around the world, an indication of 
the widespread nature of the trade originating from here

The ports
There were originally two ports at Sidon. The inner port was used during winter, and the outer 
port was protected by a wall that protected the inner environs from the sea and directed tra�c 
to the southern channel entering the open sea.
The southern port known as the Egyptian port because of it’s prospect is located opposite the 
castle of St Louis and Murex hill.
The northern channel port is used only for local �sherman, as the city �lled the harbour with 
silt to prevent the Ottoman turkish �eet under Emir Fakr-eddin from landing. It is based on the 
former roman and ancient ports

Ancient remains
Castle built by Louis IX France, built on top of  a hill overlooking the port, but based on 
previous greek structures. A dozen or so roman pillars can be seen at the base of the hill.
Venetian building on the northern side of town on Wadi el-Hamly
South of town is a Mosque known as Nebi Sidon, Turkish tradition having the body of Zebulon 
was buried here!
East within the city is a mosque called Zalsa, known by Christians as La-Canaana

The sea castle
Kalaat Saia al-Bahriya was built by the crusaders in 1228 on a small island away from the 
mainland that was connected by a causeway. Climbing to the roof of the castle gives not only a 
good view, but clearly demonstrates the feild of �re and control the castle held over the port 
and the adjacent city. All that remains of the castle is two towers connected with the interval 
wall. The outer walls are fragmentary, the western being the best preserved. Evidence of roman 
columns can be seen. Following the fall of Acre, the Mamluks destroyed other sea fortresses to 
prevent the regaining of strategic points on the coast by the crusaders, and is an indication of 
how valuable this castle was.

Paul’s visit
Paul brei�y visited Sidon on his �nal return to Jerusalem Acts 27:3

The future for Zidon
Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his 
border shall be unto Zidon. Gen 49:13 The unusual use of the hebrew word for border is 
translated usually as side, as for example the “sides” of the tabernacle Ex 26:22,23,27 etc and 
comes from a root meaning thigh, or that which is soft, and is used of the procreative power of 
man in Gen 24:2,9. 
























































